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e exercises were then opened by prayer by 
il. H. Garnett, and reading a portion of the 


y was organized by the appointment of the | 


minutes of the previous meeting having been 
ved, That the committee on the memorial 


James McCune Smith, in behalf of the com- 
then came forward and read the following 


« Honorable the Senate of the United Slates, in 


memorial of the undersigned, free colored 
of the city and county of New-York, re- 


eas, in a letter, addressed to the Right Hon. 
| Pakenham, &c. (bearing date April 18th, 
the Hon. John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State 


‘That in the States which have changed 
rmer relations, (the States which have eman- 
cir slaves, meaning,) the African race has 


od!y, That this * vice and pauperism’ ‘ accom- 
by the bodily and mental afflictions incident 
deafness, blindness, inganity and idiocy ;’ 

t ‘the number of deaf, dumb, blind, idiots 
sane of the negroes in the States which have 
ved the ancient relation between the races, is 
utof every ninety-six ;? And, that, ‘in the State 
Maine, the number of negroes returned as deaf, 
blind, insane and idiots, by the census of 


rly, ‘And the number of negroes, who are 
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, inthe States that have changed, (the free 
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Ae same census, it appears that in the above, and 
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de not colored persons, there remains 853 colored 
Nemorialists are satisfied is greatly beyond the 


| school to every 534 children, in addition to a large 


actual proportion ; becanse, so far as your memorial- 
ists have been able to ascertain, the proportion of 
the insane amonz the free colored is not greater than 
among the white population of the free States. It is 
stated. for example, by Dr. J. Ray, the physician of 
the Lunatic Assylum of the State of Maine, that 
there are not five colored lunatics or insane in that 
State. Inthe Lunatic Asylum at Blackwell's [s- 
land, in the county of New-York, there are but 17 
cvlored insane, or about 1 to 1000 colored itthabi- 
tante of this county. In 1837, the same proportion 
existed in the free colored population of Philadel- 
hia. 

‘ In regard to the deaf, dumb and blind, it will be 
seen that the census is likewise self contradictory, 
asserting that there are 74 free colored afflicted with 
these dispensations, in towns which contain no col- 
ored inhabitants. 

Thirdly, In regard to the third allegation, which 
asserts that one in every six of the free colored in 
the free States are either ‘ deaf, dumb, blind, insane, 
or in prison ; or, in other words, that there are 30,000 
free colored supported at the public charge in the 
free States, your memorialists humbly think that 
they have furnished, in answer to the second allega- 

tion, sufficient facts to disprove the entire accuracy 
lof this astounding assertion. And your memorialists 





‘gard to the pauperis of the free colored, as they 
| have shown to have creptinto the census in regard to 
ithe insane, &c. Especially when your memorialists 
| know, from the books of the alms-houses of New- 
York and Philadelphia, there are in these places one 
colored pauper to about 100 of the colored popula- 
tion, a proportion which is about the same as the 
pauperism of the free white citizens of these cities ; 
and as these cities contain 37,000, more than one 
sixth part of the entire culored population of the free | 
States; and as it is known that the proportion of 
paupers in this as well as in other classes is greatest 
in jarge cities, itis a fair inference that the third 
allegation, at least so much of it as relates to pauper- 
lism, cannot be accurate. } 
| Fourthly, In relation to the fourth allegation, which | 
ris in substance, that the slaves have improved in 
|} morals, intelligence, comfort and ntmber—reversing 
ithe order of the items, your memorialists would ob- 





|serve, that the natural increase of the slaves (which 

is greater than the natural increase of the whites or 
of the free colored) is a measure of their relative 
fecundity, not of their relative condition. Whilst 
ithe per centage of longevity, and the ratio of mor- 
itality, which are tests of relative condition, are 
greatly in favor of the free colored, the more re- 
|motely they may be removed in time from slavery. 
| For the slaves who live beyond 36 years are only 
115,49 per cent, while free colored in the free 
| States who live beyond 36 years are 22,68, showing 
}a balance of 7,19 per cent. in favor of the condition 
lof the free colored. 

In the cities of New-York and Philadelphia, (by 
ithe city Inspector’s reports,) it appears that a joint 
| population of 87,000 free colored have diminished 
\their ratio of mortality from 1 in 17 in Philadelphia, 
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From the National Agis. 
Another Act in the Texas Drama. 


The injunction of secrecy having been removed 
from the documents before the Senate on the treaty 
with Texns, the rising of the curtain has displayed 
a proceeding, on the part of President Tyler, which 
surpasses in unscrupulous audacity not only his 
own previons acts, but those of General Jackson 
himself, ‘I'he seeds of evil to the destinies of our 
country, planted by that bold and self-willed man, 
have not yet developed the mischievous fruits they 
are destined to produce. Successful in accomplish- 
ing his purpose, and fortunate in retaining his popu- 
larity to the last, his example will be followed by 
men who can imitate his faults while possessing 
none of his virtues; and other occupants of the 
presidential chair will, for purposes of private am- 
bition, resort to that assumption of responsibility 
which in his case may have resulted from the mere 
impulses of a despotic temper. We have in Presi- 
dent Tyler a most pregnant instance of a weak and 
unprincipled man emulating the boldness while 
copying the crimes of a fortunate predecessor; and 
unless the country is thoroughly and speedily roused 
to the importance of checking, in the bud, these 
tendencies to arbitrary action by the executive, our 
institutions will soon yield to the encroachments of 
usurpation, and meet the fate their enemies have al- 
ways predicted. 

It seems that President Tyler, who by the Con- 
stitution has no authority to conclude a treaty or to 
declare war, has assumed the responsibility of es- 
pousing the quarrel of Texas, and, in pursuance of a 
private compact, has ordered the forces of the 
United States to her assistance! Having, by his 
own act, in negotiating the treaty with Texas, cre- 
ated an occasion of collision with Mexico, he 
hastens to render such collision probable, by send- 
ing a force prepared for combat to the field of con- 
wroversy. If these proceedings are justifiable, or 
constitutional, the President may at any time, with- 
out the sdvice and consent of the Senate, and 


jagainst the wishes of the people, precipitate the 


country into a war. He has only to adopt measures 
according to his own inclination, take for granted 
that the other departments of government will sanc- 
tion them, and then act as if they had already done 
so; and war, or any state of things affecting the 
dearest interests of the country, may ensue, without 
any consultation of the people, or even knowledge 
on their part of what is to hapen. 


Message from the President of the United States to 
the Senate. 
To tae Senate or tHe Unirep Srates: 
In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 


{13th instant, requesting to be informed ‘ whether, 


since the commencement of the negotiations which 
resulted in the treaty now before the Senate for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, any mili- 
lary preparation has been made or ordered by the 
President, for or in anticipation of war; and, if so, 
for what cause, and with whom was such war appre- 








land 1 in 2] in New-York, in 1820; tol in 40, in| 
| both places in 1843, being a distinct improvement in | 
j condition of at least 100 per cent in 23 years! There | 
|are no records of the mortality among the slaves! 

In regard to inleliigence, there dre i we fee 
| States, toa population of 170,000 free colored per- 
' sons, 40,000 children of an age to go to school, one 


lnumber of children attending white schools, anda 
|number of colored students who are pursuing their 
|studies at Oberlin Western Theological Seminary, 
jand Dartinouth College ; whilst the children of slaves 
lare forbidden to be taught to read, under heavy pen- 
lalties, in the States which have not changed the an- 
| cient relations—death being the penalty for the sec- 
ond offence. Your memorialists do not deem it ir- 
relevant to state, in this connexion, that the propor- 
ition of adults above 20 years of age, who cannot 
read or write, is 1 in 1081, in the States which have 
changed the ancient relations (the free States) whilst 
|the number of adults who cannot read aud write is 
/1 in 144, in the States that have not changed the 
|ancient relations (the slave States.) a de at 
In regard to morals, believing that religion is the 
only basis of sound morals, your memorialists would 
stale that there are to the 170,000 free colored peo- 
ple of the free States— 
Cuvuncues. 
Independent Methodists, 


Baptist Association, 2 
Methodist, 204 
Baptist, 15 
Presbyterian and Congregational, 3 
Episcopal, 6 
Lutheran, 1 

Total, 318 


Making about one church to every 543 of the fice 
colored of the free States. At the same time, grant- 
ing that all the churches in the South are promis- 
cuously attended by the slaves and whites, it appears, 
taking the eleven citi¢s of Baltimore, Richmond, 
| peneusberst, Va. Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, 
Mobile, New Orleans, Louisville, St. Louis and 
Washington, with a total population, of all classes, 
of 360,905; these cities contain only 167 churches ; 
or one church to every 2,161 inhabitants ; from which 
it follows that the free colored people of the North 
|have a greater number of churches by nearly four 
fold, than have the entire population of these slave- 
holding cities. ‘They have, also, 340 Benevolent so- 
cieties; and 7 newspapers are printed by the free 
colored people of the free States. 

For all of which reasons, your memorialists would 
| bumbly pray— 

Ist. That your honorable body would cause the 
| Census of 1840 to be re-examined, and, so far as is 
possible, corrected anew, in the Department of State, 
in order that the head of that Department may have 
facts upon which to found his arguments. 

2d. That your honorable body would establish at 
Washington, « genera! office of Registration, witha 
proper officer at its head, who shal] cause to be re- 
turned from each county in the United States, a 
yearly report of the sanitary condition of each class 
\ of inhabitants, as well as the births, deaths, and mar- 
‘rlages, 

34. That your honorable body will cause to be 
jtaken, in the Census of 1850, the number of adults 
| who cannot read and write among the whites, the 
slaves, and the free people of color, in every county 
of the United States. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 


Rev. Wm. H. Bishop moved the adoption of the 
memorial, which was seconded by Philip A. Beil, 
with some very appropriate remarks, and the memo- 
rial was adopted unanimously. 

The meeting was then eloquently addressed by 
Reverends H. H. Garnett, Chas. B. Ray, and T. 8S. 
Wright, and Messrs. Junius C. Morel and Chas. L. 
Reason. 

The following resolutions were then adopted: 

Resolved, That a copy of the memorial, signed 
by the officers of this meeting, be sent to the Hon 
Rufus Choate of the Senate, for presentation to that 











body. 

p me That the memorial be published under 
the direction of the committee. 

Resolved, That al! presses throughout the coun- 
try and the world, favorable to human freedom, be 
requested to publish the me:orial. ; 

Resolved, That our people in every town and city 
throughout the free States be requested to hold 
meetings, collect statistics, and publish the facts in 
relation to themselves, refuting the statements of 
Mr. Calhouc. 

After motions of thanks to the committees, the 
meeting adjourned. . 


hended, and what are the preparations that have 
been made or ordered? Has any movement or as- 
semblage or disposition of any of the military or na- 
val forces of the United States been made or order- 
od with a view to exch hostilities? And to commu- 
nicate to the Senate copies of all orders or direc- 
tions given for any such preparative, ur fur any 
such movement or disposition, or for the future con- 
duct of such military or naval forces? I have to in- 
form the Senate that, in consequence of the decla- 
ration of Mexico communicated to this Government, 
and by ime laid before Congress at the opening of 
its present session, announcing the determination of 
Mexico tu regard as a declaration of war against her 
by the United States the definitive ratification of any 
treaty with Texas annexing the territory of that re- 
public to the United States, and the hope and belief 
entertained by the Executive that the treaty with 
Texas for that purpose would be speedily approved 
and ratified by the Senate, it was regarded by the 
Executive to have become emphatically its duty to 
concentrate in the Gulf of Mexico and its vicinity, 
as a precautionary measure, as large a portion of the 
home squadron under the command of Captain Con- 
ner as could well be drawn together; and, at the 
sume time, to assemble at Fort Jesup, on the bor- 
ders of Texas, as Jarge a military force as the de- 
mands of the service at other encampments would 
authorize to be detached. For the number of ships 
already in the Gulf and the waters contiguous there- 
to, and such as are placed under orders for that des- 
tination, and of troops now assembled upon the fron- 
tier, I refer you to the accompanying reports of the 
Secretaries af the War and Navy Departments. It 
will also be perceived by the Senate, by referring to 
the orders of the Navy Department, which are here- 
with transmitied, that the naval officer in command 
of the fleet is directed to cause his ships to perform 
all the duties of a fleet of observation, and to ap- 
prise the Executive of any indication of a hostile 
design upon Texas, on the part of any nation, pend- 
ing the deliberations of the Senate upon the treaty, 
with a view that the same should be promptly sub- 
mitted to Congrees for its mature deliberation. At 
the same time, it is due to myself that I should 
declare it as my opinion, that the United States 
having by a treaty of annexation acquired a title to 
Texas, which requires only the action of the Senate 
to perfect it, no other power would be permitted to 
invade, and by force of arins to possess itselt of 
any portion of the territory of Texas, pending 
your deliberations upon the treaty, without 
placing itself in a hostile attitude to the United 
States, and justifying the employment of any mili- 
tary means at our disposal to drive back the inva- 
sion. At the same time, it is my opinion that Mex- 
ico or any other power will find in your approval of 
the treaty no just cause of war against the United 
States; nor do I believe that there is any serious 
hazard of war to be found in the fact of such ap- 
proval. Nevertheless, every proper measure will 
be resorted to by the Executive to preserve upon 
un honorable and just basis the public peace, by 
reconciling Mexico, through a liberal course of 
policy, to the treaty. 
JOHN TYLER. 
Washington, May 15, 1844. 
Extracts from Orders to Military and Naval Com- 
manders. 


To Brice. Gex. Tartor. 

You will take prompt measures, in the first in- 
stance by a confidential officer, and subsequently 
by the ordinary mail or special expresses, as you 
may deem necessary, to put yourself in communica- 
tion with the President of Texas, in order to inform 
} him of your present position and force, and to learn 
and to transmit to this office (all confidentially) 
whether any and what external dangers may threat- 
eu that government or its people. Should such 
danger be found to exist; and appear to be immi- 
nent, you will collect and march the forces above 
indicated to the Sabine river, but not proceed be- 
yond the frontier without further instructions, keep- 
ing in readiness in the case supposed, all necessary 
means of transportation, as well as ample stores of 
subsistance and ammunition. 


To Commovore ConNner. 

You will, in your discretion, employ the vessels 
composing your squadron in cruising in the Gulf of 
Mexico, so as to communicate frequently with Gal- 
veston ; and oceasionally show yourself at of be- 
fore Vera Crux, with such deviations to other ports 
of your cruising grounds as in your judgment may 
be best calculated to effect the objects of your gen- 
eral and special instructions. 

You wiil be cautious in committing to violation 
of the rights of others, bot resist and punish ag- 
gressions on ours. If, while the question of ratib- 
cation is pending, an armed force shal! threaten the 








PATRICK H. REASON, ‘ 
JOHN J. ZUILLE, ; Ste'gs. 


invasion of Texas, you will remonstrate with the 


|commanding officer, and you will accompany your 
,;remonstrance with the assurance that the President 


jof the United States will regard the execution of 


|such @ hostile purpose towards Texas, under such 
|circumstances, as evincing a most unfriendly spirit 
towards the United States; and which, tn the event 
of the treaty’s ratification, must lead to actual hos- 
tilities with this country. 





Commodore Stewart on the Texas Question. 


Hitt or Heacra, : 
Near Bordertown, N. J.. May 2, 1844. 

Sir: T have had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 29th of last month, intimating that I have 
‘been spoken of as a candidate for the office of 
President of the United States;’ remarking, also, 
that, ‘en intelligent people, exercising the right of 
| seleciing their own chief magistrate, are entitied to 
| know the opinions of those whom they may select 
jas their candidates, upon the leading questions that 
| agitate the public mind;’ and concluding with ask- 
ing mine on ‘the question of the annexation of Tex- 
as to this Union, as one which, from the necessity 
| of immediate action upon it, is the most prominent 
jand interesting measure now before the people.’ 
|And you also add, that ‘being a delegate to the 
Baltimore Convention, which assembles on the 27th 
of May, it will be your desire to make my views on 
this subject public.’ 

Iam profoundly sensible of your good and pa- 
triotic views in making this inquiry, under existing 
circumstances, and shall proceed to reply, in all 
frankness and sincerity, to your inquiry. 

[ assume that there exists no constitutional ob- 
| jection to Texas being incorporated with our Union. 
| That question appears to be set at rest since our ac- 
|quisition of Louisiana and Florida, and the abun- 
| dant, and, as I have supposed, satisfactory disxcus- 
lsion‘of it, to which all have access. TI wii! at least 
venture to say, that they have satisfied my mind. 

Passing, then, to the general question, the reasons 
; are so numerous, cogent, powerful and urgent, both 
}on the score of policy and humanity, for making 
Texas part of the Union, and have so strong a bear- 
ing upon our national industry, revenues, prosperity 
and power, that I have not been able to refuse the 
assent of my judgment to them. 

I have considered, on the other hand, the views 
alleged against the measure; and, greatly as the 
sources whence they emanate are entitled to, and 
have my respect, they have not proved, on the calm- 
est reflection, sufficient with me to outweigh the 
strong reasons that exist in its favor. That a step 
of so much magnitude, present and future, should 
meet with opposition in the first instance, is to be 
expected. This was the case when we acquired 
Louisiana and Florida, the objections to which are 
now forgotten imthe unspeakable advantages flowing 
from it, and to flow for ages to come. Such, it ap- 
pears to me, would decidedly attend the annexation 
of Texas. Millions unborn, and ages in the future, 
may be expected to reap the advantages of its in- 
corporation with our Union, long after the objec- 
tions of the day are forgotten. 

This important acquisition, which can now be ob- 
tained with honor and advantage to al] parties inter- 
ested, bringing with it the consent and effections of 
its inhabitants, will, perhaps, when future necessity 
Whikes ite saquicitinn imapasction bh : ania 
thevegh docalating war, sanguinary contests, and 
the Joss of those affections of the Texan inhabitants 
sv essential to happiness in a united and republican 
people. ButI would not be for gaining those ad- 
vantages, however transcendant and lasting I believe 
they would be for our country, at the expense of 
justice. 

The main question, therefore, is, would ‘annex- 
ation’ give Mexico just ground of complaint ? for, of 
course, no other foreign country has any thing todo 
with the question. Now, I have not been able to 
bring my «mind tothe conclusion that it gives Mexi- 
co any just ground of complaint whatever. It is 
almost eight years since ‘Texas won her indepen- 
dence at the decisive battle of San Jacinto, No 
serious invasion of her soil, or other efforts or im- 
portant movements in arms, have been made by 
Mexico against her, since that decisive victory. It 
was, in fact, the consummation of Texan indepen- 
dence, and has produced throughout the world the 
unavoidable effect of an event so decisive. The 
mot powerful States of Europe have fully recog- 
nized the independence of Texas—not suddenly, it 
is necessary to bear in mind, but after letting time 
enough elapse fairly toattest that the overwhelming 
victory of San Jacinto was decisive. ‘T’hose States 
never would have recognized her independence, so 
long as they supposed there existed any probability 
of Mexico being able again to reduce Texas to sub- 
misrion by force of arms. It has, indeed, been a 
principle with the United States, when civil war 
existed in countries, to treat each party alike, as 
soon as the power of waging war de facto existed 
with each. But this has not been the practice with 
| the great powers of Europe. They act on different 
principles, to which their institutions more naturally 
ineline them. They are slow to sanction resistance, 
in any shape, to existing authority in government. 
They were very tardy, as al] may remember, in ac- 
knowledging the independence of the revolted colo- 
nies of Spanish America, including Mexico among 
them. Nevertheless, most of those ancient kingdoms 
and States liave adopted Texas into the family of na- 
tions by the most solemn acts of recognition, which 
mean with them a great deal more than the mere 
formal acknowledginent of a de faclo government ex- 
isting in ‘Texas, as liable, at any moment, to be 
again overthrown, and which facts may, therefore, 
well make us feel easy as to their opinion of annex- 
ation. 

The capture of Lord Cornwallis did not more ef- 
fectually establish independence for us by force of 
arms (not as much 80, perhaps, all circumstances 
considered,) as the total overthrow of the Mexican 
forces at Jacinto, and simultaneous capture of the 
head Of the Mexican nation, established indepen- 
dence for Texas. Great Britain acknowledged ours 
immediately after the former event, an ancient, 
proud, and powerful monarchy as she was; yet 
Mexico keeps up the idle show of sti}] being the pa- 
rent state over ‘T'exas, now nearly eight years after 
the utter extinction of all her powers of supremacy, 
which so decidedly perished on the plains of San 
Jacinto. 

It may be asked, Is this right? Can it stand be- 
fore the dispassionate judgment of nations? and is 
it reasonable towards the United States? It cannot 
be forgotten how long and justly Mexico complained 
of Spain’s refusal to recognize her independence, 
after she had actually won it by force of arms. And 
here it may be mentioned, that the fact of Spain 
having refused to recognise it long subsequent to 
the year 1825, formed no objection with our gov- 
ernment for offering to purchase ‘I'exas from Mexico 
in that year. This last fact, of itself, may serve to 
show that other nations are not bound to wait until 
the parent State gives lier formal consent, unreason- 
ably prolonged, to the independence of the resist- 
ing colony. History contradicts that idea. If it 
were true, Holland would have had to wait seventy 
years before she became an independent nation; 
for we have lately been reminded, from a distin- 
guished source, that it was full that length of time 
before Spain—against whom she had revolted— 
would acknowledge her independence. I hope I 
may be excused for adding,—for 1 consider it as 
belanging to the subject of this letter, and due to 
the true spirit of this whole oecasion,—that there 
are not wanting opinions, carefully formed, which 
go to say, that if Mexico should, at this late day, 
recommence war in earnest against Texas, instead 
of keeping up, in the latter power, the irritation and 
inconvenience of on!y talking about it for eight 
years, nearly, the chances would be full as great, 
or ever greater, that she would be conquered her- 
self, ag that she would ever re-subjugate that gal- 
lant and independent people. 

Notwithstanding the conviction of my judgment 
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that Mexico could not have the least ground of 
coinplaint against us, in justice or reason, for imme- 
diate annexation, should we adopt that ineasure, I 
think it would become the magnanimity of this 
great republic to pursue towards her as generous 
and liberal a course as possible. 

If, therefore, any subsequent steps of the most 
conciliatory nature, for soothing her feelings, may 
be open to uv, F would be for adopting them to the 
very verge of not yielding up our rights, interests, 
or honor. Ifany thing beyond this be expected or 
demanded of us, (which I will not anticipate,) or if 
any ill consequences should threaten us, (which, 
however, I should not much fear,) when the whole 
case came to be calmly and dispassionately viewed, 
after annexation was a thing accomplished on ovr 
part, we would only do as our fathers did—throw 
ourselves upon the justice of our canse before God 
and nations, and abide all results. . 

Haviug thus given you my opinions and views of 
this all-absorbing question, under your call for them, 
[ have only, in conclusion, to add, that you are at 
liberty to publish them, should you think them wor- 
thy of it. 

I regard the pblicy and wisdom of immediate an- 
uexation as the more obvious, from recollecting that 
opportunities once lost are not always to be regained 
in national affairs, any more than in those of indi- 
viduals. 

With all deference to those who hold opinions 
different from those I have formed, and have here 
expressed, I have the honor to remain, with the 
most respectful consideration, your most obedient 


and very liamble servant, ; 

CHS. STEWART. 
To the Hon. J. Tnompson, 
House of Representatives, Washington. 





Letter from Lewis Cass. 
Wasurneton, May 16, 1844. 
To the Editor of the Globe: 


Siz: The following letter having been submitted 
to my disposal, I ask of you to give it an immediate 
publication in your paper. Tam satisfied that you 
will take pleasure in complying with this request, 
that the public may be apprised of the sentiments of 
another distinguished democrat upon the interesting 
subject to which the letter refers. Your compliance 
will much oblige yours, &c., 
W. T. COLQUITT. 


Derrorrt, May 10, 1844. 


Dear Srr: In answer to your inquiry, whether I 
am favorable to the immediate annexation of Texas 
to the United States, I reply that Iam. As you de- 
mand my opinion only of this measure, and briefly 
the reasons which influence me, I shal! confine my- 
self to these points. 

I sha}l not dwell upon the policy of uniting coter- 
minous countries, situated like ours and Texas, with 
no marked geographical feature to divide them, and 
with navigable streams penetrating the territories of 
both; nor upon the common origin of the people 
who inhabit them, upon their common language, 
manners, religion, institutions,and, in fact, their iden- 
tity as a branch of the human family. Nor shall I 
urge the material interests involved in the measure, 
Ue PE S58 AEUESRP Oia ase SU Sey at et eee 
pendant upon and supplying one another. These 
considerations are so obvious, that they need no elu- 
cidation from me. 

But, in a military point of view, annexation strikes 
me as stil] more important, and my mind has been 
the more forcibly impressed with this idea from read- 
ing the able letter of General Jackson upon this sub- 
ject, which has just come under my observation. 
With the intuitive sagacity which makes part of the 
character of that great man and pure patriot, he has 
foreseen the use which a European enemy might 
make of Texas in the event of a war with the United 
States. A lodgement in that country would lay 
open our whole southwestern border to his devasta- 
tions. We could establish no fortress, nor occupy 
any favorable position ; for the immense frontier may, 
in a vast many places, be crossed as readily as a 
man passes from one part of his farm to another. 
The advantages an active enemy would enjoy under 
such circumstances, it requires no sagacity to fore- 
tell. 

These considerations recal] tomy memory an ar- 
ticle which made its appearance just before I left 
Europe, in a leading tory periodical in England, 
which is understood to speak the sentiments of a 
powerfu! party, This is Frazer’s Magazine; and a 
more nefarious article never issued from a profligate 
press. It ought to be stereotyped and circulated 
from one end of our country to the other, to show the 
designs which are in agitation against us, and to 
teach us that our safety in thrt mighty contest which 
is coming’ upon us, is in a knowledge of our danger, 
and in a determination, by union, and by a wise fore- 
cast, to meet it, and defeat it. The spirit of this ar- 
ticle is sufficiently indicated by its title, which was, 
‘a war with the United States a blessing to mankind.’ 
I cannot refer to it at this moment, but must speak 
of it from recollection. I have often been surprised 
it has not attracted more attention in our country. 
Its object was to provoke a war with the United 
States, and to lay down the plan of a campaign, 
which would soonest bring it toa fortunate canclu- 
sion for England. ‘The basisof this plan was the or- 
ganization of the necessary black force in the West 
India Islands, and its debarkation upon our southern 
coast. The consequences which our enemies fond- 
ly hoped for, in such a case, but with an entire ig- 
norance of the true state of the country, were fore- 
told witha rare union of philanthropy and hatred. 
[ wish I had the number at hand, to cull some choice 
passages for your reflection. The result was to be 
the destruction of the southern States, the ruin or 
depression of the others,and the dissolution of this 
great and glorious confederacy, on which the iast 
hopes of freedom through the world now rest. 

What more favorable position could be taken for 
the occupation of English black troops, and for let- 
ting them loose upon our southern States, than is 
afforded by Texas? Incapable of resisting, in the 
event of a war between us and England, she would 
be taken possession of by the latter, under one or 
another of those pretences, which every page of her 
yhistory furnishes, and the territory would become the 
depot whence she would carry on her operations 
against us, and attempt to add a servile war to the 
other calamities which hostilities bring with them. 
He who doubts whether this would be done, has yet 
to learn another trait in the annals of national antip- 
athy. It would be done, and be calied philanthropy. 

Every day satisfies me more and more, that a ma- 
jority of the American people are in favor of annex- 
ation. Were they not, the measure ought not to be 
effected. But as they are, the sooner it is effected 
the better. I do not touch the details of the negoti- 
ation. That must be left to the responsibility of the 
government ; as, also, must the bearing of the ques- 
tion upon, and its reception by, other countries. 
These are points I do not here enter into. 

I am, dear sir, with much regard, truly yours, 

LEW. CASS. 
Hon. E. A. Hanneean, Washington, D. C. 





Gen. Cass on Annexation. 


We thought we had already a pretty vivid con- 
ception of the character of a reckless, ambitious 
demagogue, but Gen. Cass’s letter in favor of annex- 
ation has nolgntanee the coloring of that character 
decidedly. That he would eventually come out in 
favor of annexation, we have all along expected, 
since that is the course by which alone he can 
to supplant Van Buren in obtaining the Presidential 
nomination at Baltimore; and his course ever since 
he returned from Europe has been governed by an 
unmistakable idea. From the most sycophantic of 
courtiers to the most obsequious of dema es ie 
no farther than from the sublime to the ridiculous, and 





lconstantly and zealously with the ho 
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General was abroad, can have had no difficulty in 
predicting the sort of politician he would be at 
some, 

‘Oh, but the South is our weakpoint,’ says the ex- 
Minister ; ‘ only hear a writer in Fraser’s Magazine!’ 
—and then he proceeds to recount some of the fright- 
fal things said in that article—as though it were of 
the least poesia consequence what some anony- 
mous blockhead or blackguard penny-a-liner in a 
London periodical of no political consequence should 
say about the matter. The fellow doubtless wrote 
for bread and gin, and — up the agony ’ to make 
his article startling and atffactive; the publisher 
bought the article to sell his magazine, and that wae 
the end of the matter. Little could either of them 
have im ind that a egg sk ro syllabub would 

ree years after an irant 

Presidency of A eth tit pe ‘affor conan 
sis for alafm on the part of vur people a provost for 
our stretching forth our hands to grasp a foreign 
territory. Low as is their estimate of the under- 
standing of the Americat democracy, they cannot 
have believed it would bear to be insulted with such 
an appeal to its ignorance and its cowardice. 

Yet even this gassy article requires to be twisted 
to answer Gen. Cass’s pur , for it never hints, 
even remotely, at an attack on the United States 
through T'exas. \t speaks of the South as constitu- 
ting our weak point, and to be assailed by a black 
army from the West Indies, but never dreams of 
turning the flank of the Union by landing on the al- 
most harborless coast of Texas, and marchin 
through the tangled wildernesses and subbthemahte 
swamps of the South-West, at least five hundred 
miles to the Red River and Mississippi. There is 
nota General in the British army fool enough to 
devise or tolerate such a plan of an expedition. No 
army of sufficient force to attempt such a campaign, 
unless in sheer madness, could be marched from 
Galveston to Natchitoches without the loss of one- 
fourth of its numerical, and still more of its moral 
force by sickness, fatigue and privation. The idea 
of dragging cannon and ammunition, provisions and 
oaggage, over that route at any season of the year, 





,in such force as to be able to face the innumerable 


army which two months’ notice, and the exclusive 
cotnmand of rivers and steamboats of the Great Val- 
ley would enable us to concentrate there, is a chi- 
mera which no intelligent man can urge with a grave 
countenance,—V. Y, T'rienne. 





Texas.<--Cause of Alarm. 


We have already protested with earnestness 
igainst the state of indifference into which the 
North seems to be settling, in consequence of the 
assurances which have been given that no danger 
exists of the immediate annexation of Texas, The 
friends and advocates of annexation wi!l never rest 
until every possible means shall have failed to ac- 
complish that end. It is the last hope of the per- 
petuation of American slavery: and long, and pow- 

rerful, and unyielding will be the death-struggle of 
|that polluted monster! 

Althovgh the treaty of annexation may not be 

confirmed by the Senate, dering the present session; 
yet that will not postponé the measure. It will be 
,a mere temporary defeat. The South will gs it 
: ly wi ype of aug- 
ibe “obtained, Yworthirds “of Which Will consent 1S 
confirm the base and wicked alliance. And here we 
lcannot pass over the conduct of the administra- 
| Uon without comment. 

The people of the North must contemplate with 
indignation the treacherous and dastardly proceed- 
jing of President Tyler, in seeking by a secret and 
(stealthy course to foist this execrable measure upon 
\the country. What reason can be assigned for the 

privacy, the strict silence, the most impenetrable 
jconcealmeat, by which the negotiation has been 
characterized ? No sufficient reason whatever can 
be assigned for this. The President was aware that 
the project which he was thus secretly furthering, 
as soon as it sltould be divulged, would be received 
_with execration at the North. He knew that it could 
never be tolerated by the free spirit of a large por- 
tion of the people by whose generous but mis-placed 
confidence he holds his exalted station. And so he 
kept it a profound secret from them, in the hope 
that by subtle and crafty management while they 
were asleep upon the subject, the act should be con- 
summated! This was worthy of John Tyler! Let 
lasting infamy be its reward. 

There is no other nations! question now agitating 
the public, of the great, the fearful magnitude of 
this. It is the firm belief of many sober and reflect- 
ing men, that if Texas be annexed to the Union, the 
doom of the republic will be as irrevocably sealed, 
as if it were visibly smitten with death by the an- 
gel of God. Let, then; the freemen of the North 
beware how they close their eyes to the danger im- 
pending over them. The feeling of opposition which 
exists, deep-rooted and conscientious, in their minds, 
should adopt some publie and unequivocal mode of 
manifestation. By every consideration of pecuniary 
interest and temporal advantage, and far more by 
the loftier emotions of patriotism, and a desire for 
human improvement, and a comprehensive and en- 
lightened love of our species, may we be actuated 
to a bold and vigorous, a constant and persevering 
opposition to the annexation! 


The Hon. R. M. Saunders, a member of Congress 
from North Carolina, has published a letter declar- 
ing his opinion decidedly in favor of the ratification 
of the treaty providing for the annexation of Texas 
to the United States. In reply to the question as to 
what advantages are to be derived from annexation, 
Mr. 8. says 

‘It did once belongto us—was purchased and 
paid for—and though that of itself may not give us 
a right to take it, it certainly forms a good reason 
why we should accept it when voluntarily offered. 
It will extend our territory; give a new impulse to 
individual enterprise, add to our markets, increase 
our exports and protect our revenue, enlarge our do- 
mestic and foreign trade; and give the blessings of a 
free government to a people in whose veins runs our 
kindred blood, and who will be with us in peace and 
war. But above al}, it will give us security. The 
Rio del Norte and the Rocky Mountains is a barrier 
not to be invaded by any foe. Shall we then hesi- 
tate? If the thing fails now, it is at an end; and 
those who talk of future success, upon any vain 
promise of general consent, know they are deceiv- 
ing, and intend to deceive.’ 

At the commencement of his letter, the honorable 
gentleman refers in the following manner to a public 
meeting in North Carolina upon this subject :— 

‘I have seen, with pleasure, that a public 
has been held by ‘the people of Mecklenbug, com- 
posed of nearly an equal number of whigs and dem- 
ocrats, and adopted with a strong preamble and res- 





olutions in favor of @nnexation, with only three or 
four dissenting voices.’ I am the more gratified at this 
result, both for the place from which the proceedi 


came, and from the fact that it shows what are 
real sentiments of the unswayed and unioflu- 
enced by the arts and caleulations of the political 
partisan. It is such an expression as I should have 
expected from the people of that county, where was 
first proclaimed the bold and daring truth—* That 
these colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and 
independent States.’ I regard this question of the 
annexation of T'exas, as the most important 
tally interesting of any since the annune 
ttruth which made us an independent 
This question of Texas is no jonger one for 
lation, but for action. A treaty is now pending 
fore the Senate for its immediate annexation 
United States, It is asked that that 
executive branch of the government shall, 
ification and approval, sanction what the 
utive has already and what, as I 
lieve, a majority of | representatives 
prepared to sustain.’ 
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PRIDAY MORNING, MAY 9%; 1844. 
ADDRESS 


TO THE 


Friends of Freedom and Emancipation 
IN TILE UNITED STATES, 


Atthe Tenth Anniversary of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society, held in the city of New-York, 
May 7th, 1844,—after grave deliberation, anda long 
and earnest discussion,—it was decided, by a vote 
of nearly three to one of the members present, that 
fidelity to the cause of human freedom, hatred of 
oppression, sytnpathy for those who are held in 
chains and slaver7 in this republic, and allegiance 
to God, require that the existing national compact 
should be instantly dissolved; that secession from 
the government is & religious and political duty; 
that the motto inscribed on the banner of Freedom 





DERS;; that it is impracticable for tyrants and the 
enemies of tyranny fo coalesce and legislate to- 
gether for the preservation of human rights, or the 
promotion of the interests of Liberty ; and that rev- 
olationary ground should be occupied by all those 
who abhor the thought of doing evil that good may 
come, and who do not mean to compromise the 
principles of Justice and Humanity. 

A decision involving such momentous conse- 
quences, so well calculated to startle the public 
mind, so hostile to the established order of things, 
demands of us, as the official representatives of the 
American Society, a statement of the reasons which 
led to it. ‘This is due not only to the Society, but 
also to the country and the world. : 

It is declared by the American people to be a 
self-evident truth, ‘that all men are created equal; 
that they are endowed BY THFIR CREATOR 


with certain inalienable rights; that among these 
are life, LIBERTY, and the pursuit of happiness.’ 
It is further maintained by them, that ‘all govern- 
ments derive their just powers from the consent of 
the governed? that * whenever any form of govern- 
ment becomes destractive of human rights, it is the 
right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and in- 
stitute a new government, laying its foundation on 
such principles, and organizing its powers in such 
form, a8 to them shall seem most likely to effect 
their safety and happiness.” These doctrines the 
patriots of 1776 sealed with their blood. They 
would not brook even the menace of oppression. 
They held that there should be no delay in resist- 
ing, at whatever cost or peril, thg first encroach- 
ments of power on their liberties. Appealing to 
the great Ruler of the universe for the rectitude of 
their course, they pledged to each other ‘ their lives, 
their fortunes, avd their sacred honor,’ to conquer or 
perish in their struggte to be free. 

For the example which they set to all people sub- 
jected toa despotic sway, and the sacrifices which 
they made, their descendants cherish their memo- 
ries with gratitude, reverence their virtues, honor 
their deeds, and glory in their triumphs. 

I. is not necessary, therefore, for us to prove that 
a state of slavery is incompatible with the dictates 
of reason and humanity ; or that it is lawful to throw 
off a government which is at war with the sacred 
rights of mankind. 

We regard this as indeed a solemn crisis, which 
requires of every man sobriety of thought, prophetic 
forecast, independent judgment, invincible deter- 
mination, and a sound heart. A revolutionary step 
is one that should not be taken hastily, nor followed 
under the influence of impulsive imitation. To 
know what spirit tiey are of-whether they have 
counted the cost of the warfare—what are the prin- | 
ciples they advocate—and how they are to achieve 
their object—is the first duty of revobutionists. 

But, while circumspection and prudence are ex- 
cellent qualities in every great emergency, they be- 
come the allies of tyranny whenever they restrain 
prompt, bold and decisive action against it. 

We charge upon thé present national compact, 
that it was formed at the expense of human liberty, 
by a profligate surrender of principle, and to this 
hour is cemented with human blood. 

We charge upon the American Constitution, that 
it contains provisions, and enjoins duties, which 
make it unlawfal for freemen to take the oath of al- 
Deng i---- ta Thy bw wn ewe they ere veprcoay uvsigued 
to favor a slaveholding oligarchy, and, consequently, 
to make one portion of the people a prey to another, 

We charge upon the existing national govern- 
ment, that it is an insupportable despotism, wielded 
by a power which is superior to all legal and con-| 
stitutional restraints---equally ind:sposed and unable | 
to protect the lives or liberties of the people—the | 
prop and safeguard of American slavery. 

These charges we proceed briefly to establish :— 


I. It is admitted by all men of intelligence,—or 
if it be denied in any quarter, the records of our 
national history settle the question beyond doubt,— 
that the American Union was effected by a guilty 
compromise between the free and slaveholding 
States; in other words, by immolating the colured | 

pulation on the altar of slavery, by depriving the | 

orth of equal rights and privileges, and by incor- 
porating the slave system into the government. In 
the expressive and pertinent language of scripture, 
it was ‘a covenant with death, and an agreement 
with hell’—-null and void before God, from the first 
hour of its inception—the framers of which were 
recreant to duty, and the supporters of which are 
equally guilty. 

It was pleaded at the time of the adoption, it is 
pleaded now, that, without such a compromise there 
could have been no union; that, without union,the col- 
onies would have become an easy prey tothe mother 
country ; and, hence, that it was an act of necessity, 
deplorable indeed when viewed alone, but absolutely 
indispensable to the safety of the republic. 

To this we reply: The plea is as profligate as the 
act was tyrannical. It is the jesuitical doctrine, that 
the end sanctifies the means. [i is a confession of 
sin, but the denial of any guilt in its perpetration. 
It is at war with the government of God, and sub- 
versive of the foundations of morality. {t is to make 
lies our refuge, and under falsehood to hide our- 
selves, so that we may escape the overflowing 
scourge. ‘Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, 
Judgment will I lay to the line, and righteousness to 
the plummets and the hail shall sweep away the 
refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the 
hiding place.’ Moreover, ‘because ye trust in op- 

nand perverseness, and stay thereon ; there- 
fore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready 
to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking 
cometh suddenly at an instant. And he shall break 
it as the breaking of the potter's vessel that is 
broken im pieces; heshali not spare.’ 

This plea is sufficiently broad to cover all the op- 

ression and villany that the sun has witnessed in 

is circuit, since God said, ‘ Let there be light.’ It 
assumes that fo be practicable, which is impossible, 
namely, that there can be freedom with slavery, 
union with injustice, and safety with bloodguiltness, 
A union of virtue with pollution is the triumph of 
licentiousness. A partnership between right and 
wrong, is wholly wrong. A compromise of the 
principles of justice, is the deification of crime. 

Better that the American Union had never been 
formed, than that it should have been obtained at 
such a frightful cost! If they were guilty who faush- 
ioned it, but who could not foresee all its frightful 
consequences, how much more guilty are they, who, 
in full view of all that has resulted from it, clamor 
for its perpetuity ! If it was sinful at the commence- 
ment, to adopt it on the ground of escaping a greater 
evil, is it not equally sinful to swear to support it for 
the same reason, or until, in process of time, it be 
purged from its corruption ? 

he fact is, the compromise alluded to, instead of 
effecting a union, rendered it impracticable; un- 
less by the term union we are to understand the ab- 
solute reign of the slaveholding power over the whole 
country, to the prostration of Northern rights. In 
the just use of words, the American Union is and 
always has been a sham—an imposture. It is an 
instrument of oppression unsurpassed in the crim- 
inal history of the world. How then can it ve in- 
nocently sustained ? It is not certain, it is not even 
probable, that if it bad not been adopted, the mother 
country would have reconquered the colonies. The 
spirit that would have chosen danger in preference 
to crime,—to perish with justice rather than live 
with dishonor,—-to dare and suffer whatever 
might betide, rather than sacrifice the rights of 
one human being,—could never have been subju- 
gated by any mfortal power. Surely it is paying a 
poor tribute to the valor and devotion of our revolu- 
tionary fathers in the cause of liberty, to say that, 
if they had sternly refused to sacrifice their princi- 

they would have failen an easy prey to the 

land. 
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strument which no man can innocently bind himself 
to support, because its anti-repablican and anti- 
christian requirements are explicit and peremp- 
tory ;—at least, so explicit that, in regard to all the 
clauses pertaining to slavery, they have been uni- 
formly understood and enforced in the same way, by 
all the courts and by all the people ; and so perempto- 
ry, that no individual int or au can 
set them aside with impunity. It is not a ball of 
clay, to be moulded into any shape that party oon- 
trivance or caprice may choose it to assume. It is not 
a form of words, to bei ed in ony manner, 
or to any extent, or for the accomplishment of any 
purpose, that individuals in office under it de- 
termine. Jt means isely what those who 

and adopled it meant—NOTHING MORE, NOTHING 
LEss, as a matter of bargain and compromise. Even 
if it can be construed to mean something else, 
without violence to its language, such construction 
is not to be tolerated against the wishes g either party. 
No just or honest use of it can be made, in opposi- 
tion to the plain intention of its framers, except to 
declare the contract at an end, and lo refuse to serve 
under il, 

To the argument, that the words ‘slaves’ and ‘slave- 
ry’ are not to be found in the Constitution, and there- 
fore that it was never intended to give apy protec- 
tion or countenance to the slave system, it is suffi- 
cient to reply, that though no such words are con- 
tained in that instrument, other words were used, 
intelligently and specifically, ro MEET THE NECES- 
SITIES OF SLAVERY; and that these were adopted 
in good faith, to be observed until a constitutional 
change could be effected. On this point, as to the de- 
sign of certain provisions, no intelligent man can 
honestly entertain a doubt. If it de objected, that 
though these provisions were meant to cover slave- 
ry, yet as they can fairly be interpreted to mean 
something exactly the reverse, it is allowable to give 
to them such an interpretation, especially as the 


cause of freedom will thereby be promoted—we reply,. 


that this is to advocate fraud and violence toward 
one of the contracting parties, those co-operation 
was secured only by an express agreement and under- 
standing between them both, in regard to the clauses 
alluded iv; and thal such a eu uotEUctlunry of cufurced 
by pains and penalties, would unquestionably Jead to 
a civil was, in which the aggrieved — would just- 
ly claim to have been betrayed, and robbed of their 
constitutional rights. 

Again, if it be said, that those clauses, being im- 
moral, are null and void—we reply, it is true they 
are not to be observed; but it is also true that they 
are portions of an instrument, the support of which, 
AS A WHOLE, is required by oath or affirmation ; and, 
therefore, because ‘they are immoral, and BECAUSE OF 
THIS OBLIGATION TO ENFORCE IMMORALITY, no 
one can innocently swear to support the Constitu- 
tion. 

Again, if it be objected, that the Constitution was 
formed by the people of the United States, in order 
to establish justice, to promote the general welfare, 
and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves 
and their posterity ; and therefore, it is to be so cun- 
strued as to harmonize with these objects; we re- 
ply, again, that its language is not to be interpreted 
in @ sense which neither of the contracting pa: ties un- 
derstood, and which would frustrate the very design 
of their alliance—to wit, union at the expense of the 
colored population of the country. Moreover, noth- 
ing is more certain than that the preamble alluded 
to never included, in the minds of those who 
framed it, those who were then pining in bondage— 
for, in that case, a general emancipation of the slaves 
would have instantly been proclaimed throughout 
the United States. The words, ‘secure the blessings 
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity,’ assuredly 
meant only the white population. ‘To promote the 
general welfare,’ referred to their own welfare ex- 
clusively. ‘To establish justice, was understood to 
be for their sole benefit as slaveholders, and the 
guilty abettors of slavery. ‘I'his is demonstrated by 
other parts of the same instrument, and by their own 
practice under it. 

We would not detract aught from what is justly 
their due ; but itis as reprehensible to give them 
credit for whut they did notpossess,as it is to rob 
them of what is theirs, It is absurd, it is false, it is 
an insult to the common sense of mankind, to pre- 
tend that the Constitution was intended to embrace 
the entire population of the country under its shelter- 
ings wings; or that the parties to it were actuated 
by a sense of justice and the spirit of impartial lib- 
erty; or that it needs no alteration, but only a new 
interpretation, to make it harmonize with the object 
aimed at by its adoption. As truly might it be ar- 
arand, 4h-+ & Le ie eww ewe fee UETU Cerarauiuu 

of Independence, that all men are created equal, 
and endowed yith an inalienable right to liberty, 
therefore none of its signers were slaveholders, and 
since its adoption, slavery has been banished from 
the American soil! The truth is, our fathers were 
intent on securing liberty to themselves, without be- 
ing very scrupulous as to the means they used to 
accomplish their purpose. They were not actuated 
by the spirit of universal philanthropy ; and though 
in words they recognized occasionally the brother- 
hood of the human race, in practice they continually 
denied it. They did not blush to enslave a portion 
of their fellow-men, and to buy and sell them as cat- 
tle in the market, while they were fighting against 
the oppression of the mother country, and boasting 
of their regard for the rights of man. Why, then, 
concede to them virtues which they did not possess ? 
Why cling lo the falsehood, that they were no respecters 
of persons in the formation of the government? Alas! 
that they had no more fear of God, no more regard 
for man, in their hearts! ‘The iniquity of the house 
of Israel and Judah [the North and South] is ex- 
ceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the 
city full of perverseness ; for they say, the Lord hath 
forsaken the earth, and the Lord seeth not.’ 

We proceed to a critica] examination of the Amer- 
ican Constitution, in its relations to slavery. 

In Articre IL, Section 9, it is declared—* The 
migration or importation of such persons as any of 
the States now existing shall think proper to admit, 
shall not be prohibited by the Congress, prior to the 
year one thousand eight hundred and eight; but a 
tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not 
exceeding ten dollars for each person.’ 

In this Section, it will be perceived, the phraseol- 
ogy is so guarded as not to imply, ex necessitate, any 
criminal intent or inhuman arrangement; and vet 
no one has ever had the hardihood or folly to deny, 
that it was clearly understood, by the contracting 
parties, to mean that there should be no interference 
with the African slave trade, on the part of the gen- 
era] government, until the year 1808. For twenty 
years after the adoption of the Constitution, the cit- 
izens of the United States were to be encouraged 
and protected in the prosecution of that infernal 
traffic—in sacking and burning the hamlets of Afri- 
ca—in slaughtering multitudes of the inoffensive na- 
tives on the soil, knidnapping and enslaving a still 
greater proportion, crowding them to suffocation in 

_the holds of the slave ships, populating the Atlantic 
with their dead bodies, and subjecting the wretched 
survivers to all the horrors of unmitigated bondage ! 
This awful covenant was strictly fulfilled; and 
though, since its termination, Congress has declared 
the foreign slave traffic to be piracy, yet all Christ- 
endom knows that the American flag, instead of be- 
ing the terror of the African slavers, has given them 
the most ample protection. 

The manner in which the 9th Section was agreed 
to, by the national convention that formed the Con- 
stitution, 1s thus frankly avowed by the Hon. Luther 
ee who was a prominent member of that 

ody : 
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_* The eastern members, notwithstanding their aver 
sion of slavery, ('!) were very willing to indulge the 
Southern. States at least with a temporary liberty to 
prosecute the slave trade, provided the Southern 
States would, in their turn, gratify them by laying no 
restriction on navigation acts; and, after a very little 
time, the committee, by a great majority, agreed on a 
report, by which the general government was to be 
prohibited from preventing the importation of slaves 
fora limited time ; and the restrictive clause relative 
to navigation acts was to be ‘ omitted.’ 


Behold the iniquity of this agreement! how sordid 
were the motives which led to it! what a profligate 
disregard of justice and humanity, on the part of 
those who had solemnly declared the inalienable 
right of all men to be free and equal, to bea self- 
evident truth! 

It is due to the national convention to say, that 
this Section was not adopted ‘ without considerable 
opposition.’ Alluding to it, Mr. Martin observes— 


ey. It was said we had just assumed a place among 
independ in q of our opposition 
to the attempts of Great Britain to enslave us; that 
this oppgsizion was grounded upon the preservation 
of those rights to which God and nature had entitled 
us, notin particular, but in common with all the rest 

mankind ; that we had appeated to the Supreme 

a for his assistance, as the God of freedom, who 
could not bot approve our efforts to preserve the rights 
which he had thus imparted to his creatures; that 








the national compact. Weeeffirm that it is an in-| 
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now, when we bad scarcely risen from our knees, 
from supplicating his mercy and protection in form- 
ing our government over a free people, a government 
formed pretendedly on the principles of liberty, and 
for its preservation,—in that government to have @ 
provision, not only of putting out of its power to re- 
strain and vent the slave trade, even encouraging 
that most infamous traffic, by giving the States the 
power and influence in the Usion in proportion as 
they cruelly and wantonly sported with the rights of 
their fellow-creatures, ought to be considered asa 
solemn mockery of, and an insult to, that God whose 
protection we had thus implored, and could not fail 
to hold us up in detestation, and render us contemptt- 
ble to every true friend of liberty in the world. ft 
was said that national crimes can only be, and fre- 
quently are, punished in this world by natioarl pun- 
ishments, and that the continuance of the slave trade, 
and thus giving ita national character, sanction, and 
encouragement, ought to be considered as justly ex- 
posing us to the displeasure and vengeance of him 
who is equally the Lord of all, and who views with 
equal eye the puor African slive and his American 
master ! (1) ei 

It was urged that, by this system, we were giving 
the general government full and absolute power to 
regulate commerce, under which general power it 
would have a right to restrain, or totally prohibit, the 
slave trade: it must, therefore, appear to the world 
absurd and disgraceful to the last degree that we 
should except from the exercise of that power the 
only branch of commerce which is unjustifiable in ils 
nature, and contrary to the rights of mankind, That, 
on the conwary, we ought tu probibit expressiy, in 
our Constitution, the further importation of slaves, and 
to authorize the general government, from time to 
time, to make such regulations as should be thought 
most advantageous for the gradual abolition of slave- 
ry, and the emancipation of the slaves already in the 
States. That slavery is inconsistent with the genius 
of republicanism, and has a tentency to destroy those 
principles on which it is supported, as it lessens the 
sense of the equal rights of mankind, and habituates 
to tyranny and oppression. It was further urged that, 
by this system of government, every Siate is to be 
protected both from foreign invasion and from domes- 
tic insurrections; and, from this consideration, it was 
of the utmost importance it should have the power to 
restrain the importation of slaves, since in proportion 
as the number of slaves increased in any State, in the 
same proportion is the State weakened and exposed 
to foreign invasion and domestic insurrection ; and by 
so much less will it be able to protect itse!f against 
either, and therefore by so much, want aid from, and 
be a burden to, the Urion. 

it was further said, that, in this system, as we were | 
giving the general government power, under the idea 
of national character, or national interest, to regulate 
even our weights and measures, and have prohibited 
all possibility of emitting paper money, and passing 
insulvent laws, &c., it must appear still more extraor- 
dinary that we probibited the government from in- 
terfering with the slave trade, than which nothing 
could more affect our national honor and interest. 

These reasons influenced me, both in the commit- 
tee and in the convention, most decidedly to oppose 
and vote against the clause, as it now makes part of 
the system,’* 





Happy had it been for this nation, had these sol- 
/emn considerations been heeded by the framers of 
| the Constitution! But, for the sake of securing 
/some local advantages, they chose to do evil that 
good might come, and to make the end sanctify the 
means. They were willing to enslave others, that 
they might secure their own freedom. ‘They did 
this deed deliberately, with their eyes open, with 
all the facts and consequences arising therefrom be- 
fore them, in violation of all their heaven-attested 
declarations, and in atheistical distrust of the over- 
ruling power of God. ‘The eastern members were 
very willing to indulge the southern States’ in the 
unrestricted prosecution of their piratical traffic, pro- 
vided in return they could be gratified by no restric- 
tion being laid on navigation acts!!—Had there 
been no other provision of the Constitution justly 
liable to objection, this one alone rendered the sup- 
port of that instrument incompatible with the duties 
which men owe to their Creator, and to each other. 
It was the poisonous infusion inthe cup, which, 
though constituting but a very slight portion of its 
contents, perilled the life of every one who partook 
of it. 

If it be asked, to what purpose are these animad- 
versions, since the clause alluded to bas long since 
expired by its own limitation—we answer, that, if at 
any time the foreign slave trade could be constitu- 
tionally prosecuted, it may yet be renewed under the 
Constitution, at the pleasure of Congress, whose pro- 
hibitory statute is liable to be reversed at any mo- 


ment, in the frengy of southern oppesitio to emen- 
cipatiou, It 18 1gnorantly supposec he bargein 
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was, that the traffic should cease in 1308: but the 
only thing secured by it was, the right of Congress 
(not any obligation) to prohibit it at that period. If, 
therefore, Congress had not chosen to exercise that 
right, the traffic might have deen prolonged indefinite- 
ly, under the Constitution. The rightto destroy any 
particular branch of commerce, implies the right to 
re-establish it. True, there is no probability that 
the African slave trade will ever again be legalized 
by the national government; but no credit is due to 
the framers of the Constitution on this ground ; for, 
while they threw around it all the sanction and pro- 
tection of the national character and power for twen- 
ty years, they set no bounds to its continuance by any 
| positive constitutional preohibilion. 

Again, the adoption of sucha clause, and the 
faithful execution of it, prove what was meant by 
the words of the preamble—to form a more perfect 
union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, 
provide for the common defence, promcte the general 
welfare,and secure the blessings ofliberty to ourselves 
and our posterity’—namely, that the parties to the 
Constitution regarded only their own rights and in 
terests, and never intended that its language should 
be so interpreted as to interfere with slavery, or to 
make it unlawful for one portion of the people to en- 
slave another, without an express alteralion in that in 
strument, in the manner therein set forth. While, 
therefore, the Constitution remains as it was original- 
ly adopted, they who swear to support it are bound 
to comply with all its provisions, as a matter of alle- 
giance. For it avails nothing to say, that some of 
those provisions are at war with the law of God and 
the rights of man, and therefore are not obligatory. 
Whatever may be their character, they are constitu- 
tionally obligatory ; and whoever feels that he can- 
not execute them, or swear to execute them, without 
committing sin, has no other choice left than to with- 
draw fromthe government, or to violate his con- 
science by taking on his lips an impious promise. 
The object of the Constitution is not to define what 
is the law of God, but WHAT IS THE W!LL OF 
THE PEOPLE—which will is not to be frustrated 
by an ingenious moral interpretation, by those whom 
they have elected to serve them. 

Arricxe [. Section 2, provides—‘ Representa- 
tives and direct taxes shal! be apportioned among 
the several States, which may be included in this 
Union, according to their respective numbers, witch 
shall. be determined by adding to the whole number 
of free persons, including those bound to service 
for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
three fifths of all other persons.’ 

Ilere, as in the clause we have already examined, 
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veiled beneath a form of words as deceitful) as it is 
unmeaning in a truly democratic government, is 4) 
provision for the safety, perpetuity and augmenta- 
tion of the slaveholding power—a provision scarce- | 
ly less atrocious than that which related to the Af-| 
rican slave trade, and almost as afflictive in its op- | 


eration—a provision still in force, with no possibility | 
of its alteration, so long as a-majority of the slave | 
States choose to maintain their slave system—a_ 
provision which, at the present time, enables the 
South to have twenty-five additional representatives 
in Congress on the score of property, while the} 
North is not allowed to have oue—a_ provision 
which concedes to the oppressed three fifths of the 
political power which is granted to al] others, and | 
then puts this power intu the hands of their oppres- | 
sors, to be wielded by them for the more perfect) 
security of their tyrannous authority, and the com-| 
plete subjugation of the non-slaveholding States. 

Referring tu this atrocious bargain, ALEXANDER 
Hamitton remarked in the New-York Conven- 
tion— 


‘ The first thing ubjected to, is the clause that al- 
lows a representation for three-fifths of the negroes. 
Much has been said of the impropriety of represent- 
ing men who have no will of their own: whether 
this is reasoning, or declamation, (!!) 1 will not _pre- 
sume to say. Itisthe unfortunate situation of the 
Southern States to have a great part of their popula- 
tion, as well as property, in blacks. The regulation 
complained of was one result of the spirit cs gland 

ion which governed the Cvunvention; and 
without this indulgence, NO UNION COULD 
HAVE BEEN FORMED. Bul, sir, considering 
some of the peculiar advantages which we derive 
from them, it is entirely JUS that they should be 
gratified. The Southern States possess certain sta- 
ples,—tobacco, rice, indigo, &c.—which must be cap- 
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(1) How terribly and justly has this guilty nation 
been scourged, since these words were spoken, on 








account of slavery and the slave trade ' 
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ital objects in treaties of commerce with foreign na- 
tions; and the advantages which they necessarily 
rocure in these treaties will be felt throughout the 
Jnited States.’ 


If such was the patriotism, such the love of lib- 
erty, such the morality of ALExanpeR Hamriton, 
what can be said of the character of those who were 
far less conspicuous than himself in securing Amer- 
ican independence, and in framing the American 
Constitution ? 

Listen, now, to the opinions of Joan Quincy Ap- 
AMS, respecting the constitutional clause now under 
consideration :—~ 


‘In outward show, it is a representation of persons 
in bondage ; in fuet, it is a representation of their 
masters,—the oppressor representing the oppressed,’ — 
*Is it in the pass of h imagination to devise 
amore perfect exemplification of the art of commit- 
ting the lamb to the tender custody of the wolf? ’— 
‘ The representative is thas constituted, not the friend, 
agent, and trustee of the person whom he represents, 
but the most inveterate of his foes.’—*It was one of 
the curses from that Pandora's box, adjusted at the 
time, as usual, by a compromise, the whole advantage 
of which inured to the benefit cf the South, and 
to aggravate the burdens of the North.'—* If there be 
a parallel to it in human history, it can only be that 
of the Roman emperors, who, from the days when 
Julius Cesar substituted a military despotism in the 
place of a republic, among the offices which they 
always concentrated upon themselves, was that of 
tribune of the poople. A Roman Emperor tribune of 
the people, is an exact parallel to that feature in the 
Constitution of the United States which makes the 
master the representative of his slave.'—* The Con- 
stitution of the Whited States expressly prescribes that 
no title of nobility shall be granted by the United 
States. ‘The spirit of this interdict is net a rooted an- 
lipathy to the grant of mere powerless empty ¢itles, 
but to tithes of nobility; to the institution of privi- 
leged orders of men, But what order of men under 
the most absolute of monarchies, or the most aristo- 
cratic of republics, was ever invested with such an 
odious and unjust privilege as thatof the separate and 
exclusive representation of less than half a million 
owners of slaves, in the Hall of this House, in the 
Chair of the Senate, and in the Presidential man- 
siou 2? '—* This investment of power in the owners of 
one species of property concentrated in the highest 
authorities of the nation, and disseminated throogh 
thirteen of the twenty-six States of the Union, con- 
stitutes a privileged order of men in the community, 
more adverse to the rights of all, and more pernicious 
to the interests of the whole, than any order of nobili- 
ty ever known. To call government thus constituted 
a democracy, is to insult the understanding of man- 
kind. To call it an aristocracy, is to do injustice to 
that form of government. Aristocracy 1s the govera- 
ment of the best. Its standard qualification for acces- 
sion to power is merit, ascertained by popular election 
recurring at short intervals of time. Ifeven that gov- 
ernment is prone to degenerate into tyranny, what 
must be the character of that furm of polity in which 
the standard qualification for access to power is wealth | 
in the possession of slaves? It is doubily tainted with 
the infection of riches and of slavery. 








There is no | 
name in the language of national jurisprudence that | 
can define it—no model in the records of ancient lits- } 
tory, or in the political theories of Aristotle, with | 
which it can be hkened. It was introduced into the | 
Constitution of the United States by an equivocation | 
—a representation of property under the name of/ 
persons. Little did the members of the Convention 
from the free States foresee what a sacrifice to Mo- | 
loch was hidden under the mask of this concession.’ 
—‘The House of Representatives of the United | 
States consists of 223 members—all, by the letter | 
of the Constitution, representatives only of persons, | 
as 135 of them really are; but the other 88; equally 

representing the persons of their constituents, by) 
whom they are elected, also represent, under the 

name cf other persons, upwards of two anda half) 
millions of slaves, held as the property of less than | 
half'a million of the white constituents, and valued at 

twelve hundred millions of dollars. Each of theze oe | 
members represents in fact the whole of that mass of | 
associated wealth, and the persons and exclusive in- 
terests of its owners; all thus knit together, like the} 
members of a moneyed corperatiun, with a capital not | 
of thirty-five or forty or fifty, but of twelve hundred | 
millions of dollars, exhibiting the most extraordinary | 
exemplification of the anti-republican tendencies of 
associated wealth that the world ever saw.’—*‘ Lere 
is one class of men, consisting of not more than one- | 
fortieth part of the whole people, not more than onc- | 
thirtieth part of the free population, exclusively devo- 

ted to their personal interests identified with their | 
own as slavehulders of the same associated wealth, | 
and wielding by their votes, upon every question of 
government or of public policy, two-fifths of the | 
whole power of the House 4a the Senste o 
Union, the proportion of slaveholding power is yet 
greaer, my we tufuence of slavery, in the States | 
where the institution is tolerated, over their elections, | 
no other than a slaveholder can rise to the distinction | 
of obtaining a seat in the Senate; and thus, of the 52 | 
members of the federal Senate, 26 are owners of | 
slaves, and as effectively representatives of that in- 
terest us the 88 members elected by them to the 
House.’—* By this process it is that all political pow- | 
erin the States is absorbed and engrossed by the own- | 
ers of slaves, and the overruling policy of the Siates | 
is shaped to strengthen and consolidate their domina- 
tion. The legislative, executive, and judicial authori- 
ties are all in their hands—the preservation, propaga 
tion and perpetuation of the black code of slavery— | 
every law of the legislature becomes a link in the | 
chain of the slave; every executive act a rivet to his | 
hapless fate ; every judicial decision a perversion of | 
the buman intellect to the justification of wrong. — 
‘Its reciprocal operation upon the government of the 
nation is, to establish an artificial majority in the slave 
representation over that of the free people, in preserva- 
tion, propagation, and perpetuation of slavery ,the vital 
and animating spirit of the national government.'— 
‘The result is seen in the fact that, at this day, the 
President of the United States, the President of the 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and five out of nine of the Jupreme Judicial Courts of 
the United States, are not ouly citizens of slavehold- 
ing States, but individual slavebolders themselves. 
So are, and constantly have been with scarcely an ex- 
ception, all the members of both Houses of Congress 
from the slaveholding States; and so are, in inmense- 
ly disproportionate numbers, the commanding officers 
of the army and navy; the officers of the customs; 
the registers and receivers of the land ofilces, and the 
post-musters throughout the slaveholding States. ‘The 
Biennial Register indicuies the Lirth-place of all the 
officers employed in the goverament of the Union. Ii 
it were required to designate the owners of this spe- 
cies of property among them, ii would be litte more 
than a catalogue of slavebolders.’ 


| 





It is confessed by Mr. Adams, alluding to the na- 
tional convention that framed the Constitution, that 
‘the delegation from the free States, in their ev- 
treme anxiety to conciliate the ascendency of the 
southern slaveholder, did listen to a compromise be- 
tween right and wrong—belween freedom and slavery; 
of the ultimate fruits of which they had no concep- 
tion, but which already even now is urging the 
Union to its inevitable ruin and dissolution, by a 
civil, servile, foreign, and Indian war, all combined 
in one; a war, the essential issue of which will be 
between freedom and slavery, and in which the un- 
hallowed standard of slavery will be the desecrated 
banner of the North American Union—that banner, 
first unfurled to the breeze, inscribed with the sel!- 
evident truths of the Declaration of Independence.’ 

Hence, to swear to support the Constitution of 
the United States, as it is, is to make ‘a compro- 
inise between right and wrong,’ and to wage war 
against human liberty. It is to recognize and hon- 
or as republican legislators, incorrigible men-sleal- 


SASSINS, who legislate with deadly weapons 
about their persons, such as pistols, daggers and 
bowie-knives, with which they threaten to murder 
any northern senator or representative who sill 
dare to stain their honor, or interfere with their 





cruel than any whose atrocities are recorded on the | 
pages of history or romance. To mix with them on) 
terms of social or religious feliowship, is to indi- | 
cate a low state of virtue; but to think of adminis- | 
tering a free government by their co-operation, is 
nothing short of insanity. 

Articie IV., Section 2, declares—‘ No person 
held to service or labor in one State, under the laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shall in consequence 
of any law or regulation therein; be discharged from 
such service or |abor; but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor 
may be due.’ 

Here is a third clause, which, like the other two, 
makes no mention of slavery or slaves, in express 
terms; and yet, like them, was intelligently framed 
and sutually understood by the parties to the raufica- 
tion, and intended both to protect the slave system 
and to restore runaway slaves. It alone, makes sla- 
very a national institution, a national crime, and all 
the-people who are not enslaved, the body-guard 
over those whose liberties have been cloven down. 
This agreement, too, has been fulfilled to the letter 
by the North 

Under the Mosaic dispensation, it was impeiative- 
ly commanded—* Thou shalt not deliver unto his 
master the servant which is escaped from his master 
unto thee: he shall dwell with thee, even among 
you, in that place which he shall choose in one of 
thy getes, where it liketh him best: thou shalt not 





| ereth, for a spoil, and none saith, Restore.’ 


|on claimof the party to whom such service or labor 


of the | ie 
| slave in Maryland, can it be seriously thought that, 


Let 
mine outeasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a 
covert to them from the face of the spoiler’ The 

phet Obadiah brings the following charge against 
treacherous Edom, which is precisely applicable to 
this guilty nation:— For thy violence against thy 
brother Jacob, shame shal! come over thee, and thou 
shalt be cut off for ever. In the day that thou stood- 
est on the other side, in the day that the strangers 
carried away captive his forces, and foreigners en- 
tered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, 
even thou wast as one of them. But thou shouldest not 
have looked on the day of thy brother, in the day 
that he became a stranger; neither shouldest thou 
have rejoiced over the children of Judah, in the day 
of their destruction; neither shouldest thou have spo- 
ken proudly, in the day of distress; neither shouldest 
thou have stood in the cross-way, to cut off those of his 
that did escape ; neither shouldest thoa have deliver- 
ed up those of his that did remain, in the day of dis- 
tress. 

How exactly descriptive of this boasted repubiic 
is the impeachment of Edom by the same prophet! 
‘The pride of thy heart hath deceived thee, thou 
whose habitation is high; that saith in thy heart, 
Who shall bring me down tothe gronnd? Though 
thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set 
thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee 
down, saith the Lord.” The emblem of American 
pride and power is the eagle, and on her banner she 
has mingled stars with its stripes. Her vanity, her 
treachery, her oppression, her self-exaltation, and 
her defiance of the Almighty, far surpass the mad- 
ness and wickedners of Edom. What shal! be her 
punishment? Truly, it may be affirmed of the 
American people, (who live not under the Levitica! 
but Christian code, and whose guilt, therefore, is 
the more awful, and their condemnation the greater,) 
in the language of another prophet— They all lie 
in wait for blood; they hunt every man bis broth- 
er witha net. That they may do evil with both 
hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge 
asketh for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth 
his mischievous desire: so they wrap il up’ Like- 
wise, of the colored inhabitants of this land it may 
be said—* This is a people robbed and spoiled; they 
are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in 
prison-bouses; they are for a prey, and none deliv- 


By this stipulation, the Northern States are made 
the bunting ground of slave-catchers, who may pur- 
sue their victims with bloodhounds, and capture 
them with impunity wherever they can lay their rob- 
ber hands upon them. At least twelve or fifteen 
thousand runaway slaves are now in Canada, exiled 
from their native land, because they could not find, 
throughout its vast extent, a single rood on which 
they could dwell in safety, in consequence of this pro- 
vision of the Constitution! How is it possible, then, 
for the advocates of liberty to support a government 
which gives over to destruction one-sixth part of the 
whole population ? 


It is denied by some at the present day, that the 
clause which has been cited, was intended to apply 
to runaway slaves. This indicates either ignorance 
or folly, or something worse. James Mapison, as 
one of the framers of the Constitution, is of some 
‘authority on this point. Alluding to that instru- 
ment, in the Virginia Convention, he said— 


‘Another clause secures us that property which we 
now possess. At present, if any slave elopes to those 
States where slaves are free, he bccomes emancipated by 
their laws; forthe laws of the States are uncharita- 
ble (‘) to one another in this respect; but in this 
Constitution, ‘No person held to service or labor in 
one State, under the laws thereof, shall, in conse- 
puence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up 


muy bedue.” THIS CLAUSE WAS EXPRESSLY 
INSERTED TO ENABLE THE OWNERS OF 
SLAVES 'TO RECLAIM THEM. This is a better 
security than any that now exists. No power is given 
to the general government to interfere with respect to 
the property in slaves now held hy the States.’ 


Inthe same Convention, alluding to the same 
clause, Gov. Ranpotpn said— 

* Every one knows that slaves are hold to service 
or labor, And, when authority is given to owners of 
slaves to vindicate their property, can it be supposed 
they can be deprived of it? Ifa citizen of this State, 
Svnsequence or this clause, can fake his runaway 


after taking 


him and bringing him home, he cguld be 
made free?’ 


It is objected, that slaves are held as property, 
and therefore, as the clause refers to persons, it can- 
not mean slaves. But this is criticism against fact. 
Slaves are recognized not merely as property, but 
also as persons—as having a mixed character—as 
combining the human with the brutal. This is par- 
adoxical, we admit; but slavery is a paradox—the 
.American Constitution is a paradox—the American 
Union is a paradox—the American government is a 
paradox; and if any one of these is to be repudiated 
on that ground, they all are. That it is the duty of 





the friends of freedom to deny the binding author- | 
ity of them all, and to secede from them all, we 
distinctly affirm. After the independence of this | 
country had been achieved, the voice of God ex- 
horted the people, saying, ‘Execute true judgment, 
and show mercy and compassien, every man to his 
brother: and oppress not the widow, nor the father- 
less, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of 
you imagine evil against his brother in your heart. 
But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the 
shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not 
hear; yea, they made their hearts as an adamant| 





stone.” ‘Shall [ not visit for these things? saith the | 
Lord. Shall not my soul be avenged on such a | 


nation as this ?? | 

Whatever doubt may have rested on any honest | 
mind respecting the meaning of the clause in rela-| 
tion to persons held to service or labor, must have | 
been removed by the unanimous decision of the Su- | 
preme Court of the United States, in the case of | 
Prigg versus the State of Pennsylvania, By that! 
decision, any southern slave-catcher is empowered | 
to seize and convey to the South, by force and arms, | 
without hindrance or molestation on the part of the 
State, and without any legal process duly obtained 
and served, any person or persons, irrespective of 
caste or complexion, whoin he may choose to claim 
as runaway slaves; and if, when thus surprised and 
attacked, or on their arrival South, they cannot 
prove by legal witnesses that they are freemen, 
their doom is sealed! Hence the free colored pop- 
ulation of the North are specially liable to become 
the victims of this terrible power, and all the other 
inhabitants are at the mercy of prowling kidnappers, 
because there are multitudes of white as well as black 
slaves on southern plantations, and slavery is no 
longer fastidious with regard to the color of its prey. 

As soon as that appalling decision of the, Supreme 
Court was enunciated, in the name of the Constitn- 
tion, the people of the North should have risen en 
masse, if for no other cause, and declared the Union | 
at an end; and they would have done so, if they lad 
not lost their manhood, and their reverence for jus-! 
tice and liberty, 

In the 4th Sect. of Ant. IV. the U. States guar-| 
antee to protect every State in the Union ‘against do- | 
mestic violence.’ By the 8th Section of Artre.e L,| 
Congress is empowered ‘to provide for calling forth | 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union. sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions.’ ‘These | 
provisions, however strictly they may apply to cases, 
of disturbance among the white population, were 
adopted with special reference to the slave popula-| 
tion, for the purpose of keeping them in their chains! 
by the combined military force of the country ; and! 
were these repealed, and the South left to manage | 
her slaves as best she could, a servile insurrection | 
would ere long be the consequence, as general as it) 
would unquestionably be successiul. Says Mr.! 
Madison, respecting these clauses— 





‘On application of the legislature or executive, as 
the case may be, the militia of the other States are! 
to be called to suppress domestic insurrections. Does | 
this bar the States fro:n calling forth their own mili- | 
tin? No; but it gives them a supplementary security 
to suppress insurrections and domestic violence.’ 


The answer to Patrick Henry’s objection, as urged 
against the Constitution in the Virginia Convention, 
that there was no power left to the Stales to quell 
an inserrection of slaves, as it was wholly vested in 
Congress, George Nicholas asked — 

‘Have they it now? If they have, does the Consti- 
tution take it away? If it does, it must be in one of 
those clauses which have been mentioned by the wor 
thy member. The first part gives the general gov- 
ernment power to call them cut when eee prary. 
Does thistake it away from the States? No! but it 
gives an additional security ; for, besides tie power in 
the State government to use their own militia, it will 
be the duty of the general yorerament io aid them 
WITH THE STRENGTIL OF THE UNION, 
when called for.’ 


Thies solemn guaranty of security to the slave 
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of deprivation and every sp pe my 
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case of Nat Turner's insurrection in Vee 
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the Florida Indians, because they ~s ~ 
those eh hunted fugitives w, gore 
cost the nation several thous: st 
millions of dollars. But the pier: and f 
is too long to be recapitulated nS CROMMitigg 
dress. © present a. 
We have thus demonstrated that th 
tween the North and the South empr 
riety of wrong and outrage, is at : 
man, cannot be innocen! 
to be immediately annulled. [py behalf of ern 
ety which we represent, we cal! upon al] te hi 
citizens, who believe it is right to obey oa 
than mah, to declare themselves ; 
tionists, and to unite with us under the 
banner of Liberty, having for its fate 
Rieuts For att—NO UNION WITH oft 
HOLDERS!’ SUAVE. 
It is pleaded that the Constitution provides ¢ 
own amendment ; and we ought to use the sha 
franchise to effect this object, True, th et 
@ proviso; but, uctil the Amendment ‘be s x re 
instrument is binding as it stands. Is it PP 
late every moral instinét, and to sacrifice pe hn 
to expediency, to argue, that we may weed Principle 
oppress and murder by wholesale, ‘he 
be necessary to do so only for the time bei . may 
because there is some remote probability rie an 
instrument which requires that we should “a the 
bers, oppressors and murderers, may at ped ed 
day be amended in these particulars? Ln —_ 
palter with our consciences in this sonnet te se 
not deny that the compact was conceived was : 
brought forth in iniquity—let us not be codon 
even to promote a good object, as to imerpet 
Constitution in a manner utterly at variance wit 
the intentions and arrangements of the coxtra 
parties; but, confessing the guilt of the iitin ae 
knowledging the dreadful specifications jn the bead 
washing our hands in the waters of repentance fg 
all further participation in this criminal allianee a 
resolving that we will sustain none slr Gat 
free and righteous government, Jet ns glory is 
name uf revolutionists, unfurl the banner of gs 
nion, end consecrate our talents and means oa 
overthrow of all that is tyrannical in the bubias 
the establishment of all that is free, just, true and 
holy,—to the triumph of universal Joye an, ' 
If, in utter disregard of the historical frcts whieh 
have been cited, it is still asserted, that the Cousti. 
tution needs no amendment to inake it a free instry. 
ment, adapted to all the exigencies of a free people, 
and was never intended to give any strength or 
countenance to the slave system —the indignant 
spirit of insulted Liberty replies :—' What though 
the assertion be true? Of what avail is a mere 
piece of parchment? In itself, though it be writ 
ten all over with words of truth and freedom—thoush 
its provisions be as impartial and just as words os 
express, or the imagination paint—though it be as 
pure as the gospel, and breathe only the spiritof 
Heaven—it is powerless ; it has no executive vitalie 
ty; itis a lifeless corpse, even though beautiful in 
death. I am famishing for Jack of bread! How 
is my appetite relieved by holding up to my gare 4 
painted loaf? I am manacled, wounded, bleeding, 
dying! What consolation is it to know, that they 
who are seeking to destroy my life, profess in words 
to be my friends?’ If the liberties of the people 
have been betrayed—if judgment is turned away 
backward, and justice standeth afar off, and truth 
has fallen in the streets, and equality cannot enter— 
if the princes of the jand are roaring |ions, the 
judges evening wolves, the peuple light and treseh- 
erous persons, the priests covered with pollution 
if we are living under a frightful despotism, which 
scoffs at.all constitutional restraints, and wields the 
resources of the nation to promote iis own bloody 
purposes—tell us not that the forms of freedom ae 
still left tous! * Would such tameness and submis- 
sion have freighted the May-Fiower for Piymouth 
Rock ?. Would it have resisted the Stamp act, the 
Tea tax, or any of those entering wedges of tyranny 
with which the Pritish government sought to rive 
the liberties of America? The wheel of the Revo 
Jution had rusted on its axle, if a spirit so weok bad 
been the only power to give it motion. Did our fa 
thers say, when their rights and liberties were ile 
fringed— Why, what is done cannot be undone. Tit 
is the first thought.’ No, it was the last thing they 
thought of: or, rather, it never entered their mints 
at all. They sprang to the conclusion at once 
* What is done suas, be undone. That is our F18st 
and oNLy thought’ 
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‘Is water running in our veins? Do we remember 
still ‘ 

Old Plymouth Rock, and Lesington, and famoos 
Bunker Hill? 

The debt we owe our fathers’ graves? and to the ya 
unborn, ; 

Whose heritage ourselves must make a thing of price 
or scorn ? 
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Another Letter from Gen. Jackson. 


Henmitace, May 33, 1844, 
To the Edilor of the Union: 


Sin—I am induced to address you this letter, be- 
cause I have, within a few days past, received Jet- 
ters frou: many of my friends, who have expressed 
a desire to kuow whether my views in relatian to 
the policy of annexing Texas to the United States 
have been changed by the light which the subject 
has received from the recent letters of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, and other prowinent citizens; and because it 
seems to be necessary that | should answer or be 
misunderstood. 

Having no connexion with the question, except 
the interest which in common with other citizens, I 
take in all that concerns my country, what I have 
heretofore said upon it was dictated by no desire to 
be a prominent actor. It was certainly far from my 
expectation that there should be an effort in any 
quarter to make the question a mere party one. 
tence, when it was brought to my notice some 
twelve months ago, by the honorable Mr. Brown, 
of this State, | ans ered his inquiries with prompt- 

















Gen. Cass on Annexation. 


The Providence Journal says, Gen: Cass may con- 
gratulate bimeelf upon having written the most con- 
temptible paper, in spirit, in style, and in arguinent, 
that has appeared on tlie Texan question, and con- 
sidering that John Tyler atid J. €. Calhoun have been 
his rivals im the race of degradation, this is no smal! 
complinent to his capacity for making a foo) of him- 
self. Gen. Cass does not claim for himself the woa- 
derful discovery that in case of a war with England, 
that power inight invade us through Texas. That 
was reserved for the ‘intuitive sagacity’ of Gen. 
Jackson ; but the conclusion thence derived, that no 
country 13 safe until it possesses al} the territory next 
to it, belongs to Gen. Cass alone. ‘That we shall 
very soon havea war with Englaad,he deduces from 
an article published some years ago in an English 
Magazine! ‘The trifling questions of right, justice 
and national honor do,not of course enter at all into 
the csleulations of General Cass. ‘The N. Y. Amer- 
ican says of this letter: 


The reasoning of the letter is on a par with its in- 
dependence, His military eye dreads attack through 
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administration bad been guided when attempting to/a city, that in one month from the fitting out in Eag- 
obtain Texas by negotiation with Mexico, nor the | land of a fleet of steamers that should cross the At- 
care whith was taken to convince Mexico, after- | lantic, and passing upthe St. Lawrence, and througli 
wards, that this government had noagency, directly | the Rideau and Welland canals, present itself in| 
or indirectly, ia the steps resorted to by the people | face of Detroit, before notice could even reach our 
of Texas to establish for themselves an independent | seaboard of their fitting out or destination, 

government. In the reference which Mr. Van Bu-| He dreads invasion through such a country as 
ren has made to my conduct as President in these | Texas, destitute of supplies and means, and sees 
respects, he has stated what is entirely true, and has | none fromthe immense line of frontier extending 
delineated with the ability and perspicaity which so | from Maine to Lake Superior, held by the British, | 
eminently distinguish bim, the general principles and with all appliances and means of war prepared. | 
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Annual Meeting in New-YVorks 
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which characterize the course of our government in| 
its intercourse with foreign powers, But just and | 
accurate as he is, and suoscribing, most fully, as I 
do, to all that he alleges as applicable to the ques- | 
tion as it stood in my administration, and as it did | 
under his own, I still think that the circumstances | 
are so far aliered as to give a new aspect to the 
whole questions and to authorize a corresponding | 
change in the discretion with which ovr government | 
may now act upon it. | 

At the present period, it cannot be doubted that} 
Texas is able to maintain her independence of Mex- 
ico, if each State is Jeft to its own resources, uniu- 
fluenced and unaided by any fureign power. Eight | 
years have elapsed since the memorable battle of | 
San Jacinto, and there has been no serious attempt | 
on the part of Mexico to occupy the country, and it| 
is certain that none can be made with any prospect 
of success. In this state of affairs, acknowledged by | 
ourselves and the principal powers of the world as 
an independent nation, and treated as such, Texas 
renews to us the almost unanimous wish of her cit-| 
izens to be annexed to the United States—telling 
us; substantially, that if now repulsed, she must 
form such alliances elsewhere as wil] best enable 
her to improve her resources and repair the disas- | 
ters which she has suffered from a protracted quasi 
war. Sheis sensible that her happiness wiil be 
best secured by incorporation into our Union—that 
the disposition and pursuits of her people being 
humogeneous with those of the United States, can 
receive no adequate protection from any other quar- 
ter. Weadimtthe truth of these assertions, and 
feel that they constitute a powerful motive for ac- 
tion, independent of the considerations which are 
suggested by a prudent regard for the stability of 
our oWD Institutions. 

In reference to Mexico; | would uze the following 
language :--We have carefully abstained from ail | 
interference with your relations to T'exas except to | 
acknowledge her independence, in the same man- 
ner and upon the same principles that we did your 
independence when you separated trou Spain. We 
have, indeed, been more scrupulous with you than 
with Spain, for, without consulting or respecting | 
the feelings of the latter power, our government did 
not hesitate to open a negotiation with you for the 
retrocession of Texas, and that, too, long before 
your independence was acknowledzed by Spain. 
But the time has now come when we feel that this 
delicacy ought no longer to restrain us from a treaty 
with Texas, particularly as we know that our failure | 
to do so will produce results that may endanger the 
safety of our own confederacy. 

I cannot think there is discrepancy between these 
views and those allowed by my administration, 
when proper allowance is made for the change of | 
circumstances, or that they contain any well found- 
ed cause for complaint on te part of Mexico. 

It may now be stated as a fact, on which we may 
rely with thd greatest confidence, that if Texas be 
not speedily adimitted into our confederacy, she | 
must and will be inevitably driven into alliances | 
and commercial regulations with tie European pow- | 
ers, of a character highly injurious, and probably | 
hostile to this country. What would then be our| 
condition? New-Orlears and the whole valley of the } 
Mississippi would be endangered. ‘The numerovs | 
herds of savages within the limits of Texas, and on} 
her borders, would be easily excited to make war | 
upon our detenceless frontier. 

Ido not deem it necessary to be more explicit 
here in the enumeration of the reasons which justi-| 
fy, to my mind, the speedy annexation of ‘l’exas to | 
the United Stites. My aim is to give to this coun 
try the strength to resist foreign interference. With- 
ovt Texas, we shall not have this strength. She is 
the key to our safety in the south-west and west. | 
She offers this key to us on fair and honorable terms. 
Let us take it, and lock the door against future dan- | 
ger Wecan do it without giving just offence to 
Mexico. Indeed, we may say that the measere ts} 
called for by the interests of Mexico, no less than | 
of our own; for without it, she can have no reliable | 


| 


guarantee against future luvasion. ; | 
As to the form of annexation, I do not think it ma- | 
terial whether it be by treaty or upon the applica. | 
tion of Texas by an act of joint resolution of Coa- | 
gress. ; | 
I cannvt close these remarks without saying thet | 


| having any pretension to literary or political dis- | 


| ble him to drop froin it the initial C,’ 


| able vanity, in getting his correspondence with Mr. 


He bows, in short, in wonted reverence, to An- 
crew Jackson. 

Then, again, the appeal to prejudice, in quoting | 
an article from Frazer’s Magazine, insulting to this 
country. 

What would any man of common sense, and | 
common honesty, think of an English statesman,— 
and My. Cass, doubtless, is by soue looked upon as} 
a Statesman,—who would seriously argue from the } 
columns of the Madigonian, which has, what Fra- 
zer’s Magazine has not, a sort of official existence | 
and sanction—and its ignorant and insolent abuse | 
of Bagland—about the public opinions or policy of | 
this country ? 

Yet such is the whole aim of Mr. Cass’s refer- 
ence to a by-gone article in Fraser’s Magazine. 

Altogether, the letter is as contemptible in style | 
and arguinentas in inotive. 


The Boston Atlas, speaking ot Cass’s letter on | 


the annexation of Texas says, ‘A more miserable, | 
puerile production never fe!) from the pen of a man, | 


tinction. Ifthe General should desire to change his | 
name, it would need no legislative authority to ena- 


The letter of Lewis Cass, in favor of the immedi-| 
ate annexation of ‘Texas, bas made its appearance. | 
The argument is so weak, that people friendly to} 
the annexation are disgusted with it, while others | 
laugh at the reasons. It would have been better for | 
the friends of annexation if it had not appeared. 1| 
heard seme of the members this morning hunting | 
for a Cass map, in order tosee how he looks, but not | 
one could be found. Mr. Cass would have done} 
better to have done nothing.—Corr. of the NV. Y. Ex- | 
press. 


‘In all our experience, we have never known any | 
one who is so likely to have justice done him, to | 
his heart’s content, as General Cass, and that too, | 
with his own help. He somehow or other, some} 
years ago, tumbled into a reputation; how or in| 
what manner no one can tell; but a reputation he | 
obtained, and a very fair one. He evidently did not | 
think it just, and very probably in that respect he 
knew best; and he has never since put his pen to 
paper, that he has not written something to do jus- 
tice to himself, by showing that he was not the man 
we took him for. He was sent to France, and 
made himself ridicalous by meddling with what was 
none ef his business, He came home again, and 
made himself still more ridiculous, by his insuffer- 


Webster before the public. He has now joined the 
flag of annexation, and expects to be made a candi- 
date for the Presidency, by following ata humbie 
distance in the footsteps of the living but ‘ sainted 
Jackson.’— Boston Courier. 


Alluding to the disposal of our naval and military 
forces so as to overawe Mexico, and succor Texas, 
the N. Y. American says— 


‘This, then, IS war—war declared by the Presi- 
dent, without consulting Congress, without even ad- 
vising beforehand with the Senate, who share with 
him the treaty-making power. 

Unless the Constitution is a blank parchment, and 
the provision respecting impeachment a dead letter, 
here is an occasion palpable, urgent—nay, most im- 
pressive—for its application to a President who had 
proved himself false to every obligation of persona! 
honor, of public duty, and of constitutional limita- 
ions. 

Surely, surely, there will be found in the House 
of Representatives, some man who wil! step forth 
in this emergency, and vindicate the sanctity of the 
wrilten charter of our liberties, and rebuke most sig- 
nally the mingled knavery and folly, the wickedness 
as well as audacity, of this accidental President. 





Texas, Southern Confederacy, &c. 


The following interesting extract from the Wash- 
ington correspondence of the N. Y. Evening Post, 
(a Jeading Van Buren paper,) we commend to the 
particular attention of our readers = 


‘In relation to the conduct of the Executive, there 
seems to be but one sentiment, that of the deepest 


my regard for Mr. Van Buren is so great, and my | indignation. Having now indisputable proofs of 
confidence in his love of country is strengthened by | John Tyler’s atter unfitness and incompetency for 
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iving iron are avole as that on the disunion question 

sf our country- i by all means given with the 

rampled in the hie w r of this article declined signing 
appeal to the “9@cuuse he supposed his name would be} 


shaving voted in the negative, which he| 
ted as outlaws | be protest sufficient. Ifthe names | 
:tional govern » it would have shown that there |} 
Ve are denied & voles from Pennsylvania, in favor of | 
f specch, , the . | of the res ns and address; these | 

The rest, with the ex- 


ress, the right © ster County. 
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as avowed and ions concerning Liberty Party are sta 
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il of our lives. 2 "We were not present when they were pre- | 
th, on visitlOg Fe ing just on the eve of ad-| 
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so Jong and intimate acquainiance, that po difference 
on this subject can change my opinion of hs char- 
acter. 
knowledge unly of the circumstances bearing on the 
subject as they existed at the close of his admims- 
tration, without a view of the visclosures since made, 
and which manifest the probability of a dangerous 
interference with the affairs of ‘Texas by a foreign 
power, Iam respectfuily; 
Your servant, 


ANDREW JACKSON. 


Heamitace, May 3, 1844. 
< - . 

‘The Senator who votes against the ratification 
of the treaty must be a traitor to the best interests 
of ovr beloved country, whatever pretext he may at- 
tempt to shield bimseif under.’ = ° 


ANDREW JACKSON, 





Message from the President. 
To the Senate of the Uniled Slates: 


In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 
13th instant, requesting to be informed * whether a 
messenger has been seat to Mexico, with a view to 


He has evidently prepared bis fetter froin a} 


| the place which he accidentally fills, it remains to be | 
|seen whether the House of Representatives will act | 
with tie promptitude and energy which the crisis | 
demands. ‘There can be no two opinions upon the | 
subject—the end and object of the recent Executive | 
movements are» (( 7” FURCIBLE DISSOLUTION 

OF ‘THE UNION, to be preceded, however, by the 

conquest of ‘lexus, California, and perbaps other 

partsof Mexico. | have already explained how the 

Navy bas been used in furtherance of these schemes. 

It appears that the dismissal of Mr. Spencer was 
another jink in the same chain of operations. Mr. 

Spencer belongs to a Northern State, and was imbu- 
ed with certain notions concerning the obligations ol 

international faith, and the duties of un officer of the 

government to his country, that were not concurred 

in, and probably oot understood by the person at the 

head of ihe governiwent. 

Mr. Speucer was a man who would not be made 
an instrument either in the schemes of the Adminis- 
tration to erect a new purty, or in that grander and 
more disgraceful one of stealing a province from « 
friendly and unsespecting neighboring nation. 
Next to the Navy, the ‘Treasury was by far the most 
unportant department to be secured in laying the 
preperations for the civil contest which was medita- 





obtain her consent to the treaty with TexXus, and, if 


so, to communicate to the Senate a copy of the de-{ he was not allowed a sufficient time of probation. 
spatches of which he is bearer, and a copy of the| He bad numeroustrials. ‘The last wasas follows: — 


instructions given to said messenger ; and also to/ 
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garded by the Executive as in any degree requisite | 
to obtain such consent 1! order {should the Senate 
ratify the treaty) to perfect the ttle of the Unned 
States to the territory thus acquired—the title to the 
same being full without the arsert of any third pow- 
er. The Executive has negotiated with Texas as an 
independent power of the world, long since recog- 
nized as such by the United States and other pow- 
ers, and as subordinate in all her rights of full sov- 
ereignty to no other power. A messenger has been 
despatched to our Minister at Mexico, as bearer of 
the despatch already counnunicated to the Senate, 
and which is to be foand in the letter addressed to 
Mr. Green, and forms a part of the documents or- 
dered contidentially to be printed fur the use of the 
Senate. ‘that despatch was dictated by a desire to 
preserve the peace of tue two countries, by denying 
to Mexico aii pretext for assuming a belligerent at- 
titude to the United States, as she had threatened 
to do in the event of the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, by the despatch of her govern- 
ment, whieh was communicated by me to Congress 
at the opening of its present session, The messea- 
ger is expected to return before the 15th of June 
next, but he may be detained toa later day. The 
recently appointed Envoy from the United States to 
Mexico wiil be sent so soon asthe final action ts 
had on the question of annexation, at which tme, 
and not before, can his instructions be understand- 
ingly prepared. JOHN TYLER. 


gress directing such a disposition of any part of the 
public inoney, Mr. Spencer, when requested by the 
President, declined giving the order, or to allow it 
to be given, by his subordinates, He next, it is said, | 
received & peremptory ORDER to transfer the money. | 

Mr. Spencer, seeing tie game was up, covily 
wrote a second REFUSAL, and with itsent ina note 
of resignation. He remained in the department jast 
twenty-four hours afterwards, and having in that 
short space squared all the ends cf his concerns 
with I, shook off the dust of his feet against the 
place. Tis successor will undoubtedly be taken 
trom Virginia, or some poor tool wiil be picked up 
from the North, In the meanwhile the probability 
18, Ubat Loe $ 100,000 has gone into the hands of the 
contdential agent of the Navy Depurtment, and has 
been Coniidentually applied. But this is a small item 
in the funds which have been absorbed in the ex- 
penditures of that department, but of which there is 
no account, and which have yet to be paid by Con- 
gress. How the money has been expended, and 
why, Qone can tell. But itis gone—Hatr 4 min- 
LION OF DOLLARS and more, thus far ascertained. 
Your readers imay perhaps recollect, that through 
the exertivus of Mr. McClellan, of your State, an act 
was passed « hecking Mr. Upshur’s career in the ap- 
polutnent of a vast number of supernumerary Mid- 
shipmen inthe Navys 

It was ascertained on enquiry, that that gentleman 
had appointed about ONE HUNDRED AND SIX- 








ashington, May 15, 1844. 


TY lads and young men withia about six months 














from his coming into office!! There was thou 
nothing particularly strange in the fact, whieh also 
came out, that rather MORE THAN HALF pom he 
were picked up by Mr. Upshur in the State of Vrr- 
einta! I state there cireumstences from memory. 
It was not thought very strange at the time, because 
Virginia has perscriptive right to quarter her rising 
generation upon the public treasury ; (7 dut I can- 
not help thinking that there was some connection 
between these unusuliy numerous appointments of 
officers from this particular region attd the present 
attempt violently to dismember the Union.) It 
wonld be worth while for some naval friend of yours 
to luok up the list of those ordered to the gulf, and 
see wilat proportion of the officers are Yankees, and 
what proportion Tuckahoes. 





Correspondence of the Journal of Commerce. 
Recent Events in Hayti. 


Porto Piatra, May 1844. 

Since my last to you as per duplicates, the chief 
events have been here as follows:—The dlacks and 
mulattoes of the West quickly assembled two armies 
to reconquer this part of the island. Many letters 
were sent up here from the Cape and Port au Prince, 
exaggerating the force of the armies that were on 
their march, Among others Gen. Cadet wrote, say- 
ing the President was marching at the head of 25,000 
men from Port au Prince upon the city of St. Do- 
mingo; that Gen. Pierrot was marching with 20,000 
men from the Cape on Santiago; while he would 
march with 1500 men direct from the Cape for this 
place. From what [can learn, the Port au Prince 
army, When it started, was about 8000; the Cape ar- 
my 6500; while Gen. Cadet’s force was incorpora- 
ted in the 6500 of the army of the Cape. The army 
of Port au Prince, as there is very ittle organization 
or discipline in the Haytian armies, possibly when 
it arrived on the frontiers, was 7000. It was there 
met and checked by the army of St. Domingo. It, 
however, advanced, and had with the Dominicanas 
three combats, in the last of which it suffered very 
severely, and was obliged to retreat to Azua, where 
they took post. On the 9th of the last month, they 
were there attacked by the Dominicanas, and driven 
over the frontiers; but they left encamped ora 
mountain pear 1000 men, sick with small pox, who 
were daily dying for want of medical attention, In 
the bay of Azua, there has been a naval engagement:: 
the Haytian fleet of three sail were driven on the 
reefs and sunk by the fleet of the city, of the same 
force. The greater part of the crews of the Haytian 
vessels were killed or drowned, and report says not 
one person was injured on board of the Dominicana 
vessels, One of the vessels of the city is what was 
formerly the Grand Canal pilot boat of your city. 
She is manned with 50 Frenchmen, spared from the 
French fleet that wus at the city some time previous 
to that affuir. 

On this side, when the army of Cape Haytian 
reached the frontiers it had lost 500 men by deser- 
tion. Jt was there checked by the troops of Mocha 
and Santiago, under General Titus Salceda, who 
may be called the Cincinnatus of this country. Al- 
though a common planter, he was the first to arouse 
his countrymen on this side, and was by them chosen 
General. The troops under his command checked 
the advance of the Western army of the Cape, and 
caused it to fall back and take another road. ‘This 
movement caused the army of Santiago to fall back 
and take its position in that place. The people of 
the La Sierra retired up their mountains, and the ar- | 
my of this place took post at a mountain pass which | 
comimands the road from the Cape and Santiago to| 
this place. 

On the 30th of March, the Cape army arrived be- 
fore and immediately attacked Santiago. Their 
force had decreased on their march by desertion and 


New-England Conveation, 

We have but a single inch of room left to say that 
the Convention opened strongly im the spacious Marl- 
boro’ Chapel on Tuesday morning, and that up to the 
time our paper goes to press, the meetings have been 
attended by a great concourse of people, all deeply 
interested in the eloquent and stirring discussions on 
the resol fora dissolution of the Unions The 
speakers in the affirmative have been C. C. Burleigh, 
Frederick Douglass, C. L. Remond, Abby Kelley, 
W. L. Garrison, and Henry Ciapp, Jr.; and in the 
negative, Amasa Walker, Dr. Walter Channing, and 
G. W.F. Mellen. Other able speakers are yet to 
follow-on both sides. From the number of sterling 
friends of the cause present fiom all parts of New- 
England, we presume the resolutions will pass by a 
large majority. The meetings will be continued this 
day, (Friday,) and in the evening, a splendid banner 
is to be presented by the Convention to the American 
Anti Slavery Society. ‘Phe Hutehinson Family will 
be present throughout. There wilt doubtless be a 
thronged attendance to the last. Remember the abo- 
lition motto—t No unien with slaveholders !’ 

















Letter from Edward Search. 
Loxpow, April 5, 1844. 


Dean Sin: 

Ere this letter reaches you, the fate of poor Brown, 
under the iniquitous laws of South Carolina, will 
have been decided. You will have seen the shock 
this monstrous sentence has given to society here. I 
send you the Law Times, a work of legal authority 
here. It contains the just anu dignified observations 
of the Lord Chief Justice of England, Lord Denman, 
in our House of Peers. He spoke in the name of all 
the Judges of England on this horrible ipiquity. I 
trust that they may have gone out by the packet of 
yesterday, and arrive in time to prevent the execu- 
tion of the impious sentence. ! feel assured every 
thing that could be done by the abolitionists of Amer- 
tea will have been done for this victim of oppression. 
I sed you, also, the *Non-Conformist,’ the leading 
newspaper among the Dissenters of England, for the 
sake of the article it contains on this subject from its 
able and talented editor, and of two advertisements 
by the leading Christian associations in England on 
this painful subject. If this sentence should be carried 
into effect, it will gibbet the State of South Carolina in 
particular, to the deepest infamy in Europe. The 
contemplation of such an act, so wickedly justified as 
the man Neal, who acted as Judge, attempted to 
justify the part he was called upon to enact, makes 
one patise and shudder afid grow sick with utter con- 
tempt and‘scorn, and one’s utter inability to do any 
thing immediately effeetual. 

I trust if men like Neal, who stand out thus prom- 
inently in bruta! wickedness, and who render Christ- 
ianity the scorn of its opponents, should be known to 
be visiting Europe, that abolitionists will take care to 
make it immediately known through their press, in 
order that we may have the chance of manifesting 
our detestation of men so base and polluted, should 
they ever come in our way. Label them, if you can,that 
we may know and avoid them as murderers. Aboli- 
tionists in America owe this as a duty to abolitionists 
in Europe, particularly to English, Scotch and Irish- 
men, Who speak the same language, and may other- 





fatigue to about 4000 men. They attacked in three 
divisions, and were repulsed by the artillery of the | 
city, with a terrible carnage. They retired, again | 
formed, again attacked, and were again repulsed. | 
They fled for the frontiers, leaving on and about the | 
battle tield about 1000 killed and desperately wound- | 
ed,—many more being drowned in the river Jaque, | 
recrossing ou their flight. On the route to the fron- | 
tiers, they were repeatealy attacked by the army of | 
La Sierra, and from all that can be learned, not | 
more than 2000 reached the frontier. There they | 
were met by the reinforcements from the Cape of | 
1500 men, to whom they communicated their panic. | 
The whole force when ordered to march again on| 
Santiago, unanimously refused. In the defence of | 
Santiago not one person composing the army of the | 
defenders was killed, and only one slightly wounded. | 
‘This appears almost incredible, but itis nevertheless 

exactly so, It may be called, with the naval alee’ 
at Azua, miraculous. When President Herard bad | 
intelligence of the refusal of the army of the North 
toremarch to Santiago, he sent to the General-in- 
chief, Pierrot, an order to shoot every third man in 
the army. 

The General refused to execute so atrocious an 
order, and sent a message to the President to that | 
effect, who immediately ordered Gen. Obas and Col. 
Bottex, who commands at the Cape, to arrest the 
General in chief, and send him to Port au Prince; 
(in the mean time the army had disbanded itself.) 
When this last order arrived in the Cape, the officer 
who bore it had an order for fifteen brass field-pieces, 
which are atthe Cape, to be shipped to Port au 
Prince. He was also the bearer of $30,000 to- 
wards the raising of anew army. The people of 
the North, on the recept of this order, decided to 
keep the field-pieces aud the money, Geclared the 
North to be a separate and independent State, and 
have appointed the same General in chiet, Pierrot, to 
be their General in chief. The first and wealthiest 
men of the Cupe are in this movement; they are now 
raising an army to march towards Port au Prince; 
and I think it very possible that Hayti will witness 
the spectacle of another runaway President. The 
State of the North will take in all the old kingdom 
of Christophe, Gonaives, St. Mark, &c. 

On the South, an army marched from Aux Cayes 
for the East; but afier being some time. on the 
road, returned, and commenced an indiscriminate 
massacre of mulattoes and quadroons. That is the 
last information we have from the South. All the 
Haytian armies are principally blacks. 

The Consul of France, in the city of St. Domin- 
go, writes to the French agent here, that he is the 
Consul for the republic Dominicana, 

When the Haytian armies commenced their 
march to this end, an order was received from the 
President to kill ail that talked Spanish. The peo- 
ple of this part, knowing this, have made but few 
prisoners—oll are killed. 

The population of this end of the island, which is 
the classic soi! of the New World, is not short of 
300,000 souls, 200,000 of which are Spanish white; 
many are the descendants of the first discoverers. 
In the interior, the mass of the people are white. 
The other 160,000 are blacks, mulattoes, the differ- 
ent casts between those colors, and some pure-blood- 
ed aborigines. The heads of the revolution are the 
white men of the country. By casting your eye 
over the names of the signers of their manifesto, 
you will see many noble Spanish names. iy 


j 
7 


Vote on the Report for the Dissolation of the 
American Union. 

The question on the acceptance of the report on 
dissolution was taken at the iate annual meeting of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society, and decided in 
the affirmative ; yeas 29, nays 21. Those voting in 
the affirmative were, 

E. G. Buffum, Doreas Harmon, W.L. Garrison, 
L. Mott, A. Southwick, P. S. Wright, A. Gardner, 
A. Sisson, E. C. Peirce, E. A. Comstock, J. Hutch- 
inson, jr.. Maria Crummell, E. D. Hudson, T. Van | 
Rensellaer, Henry Glapp, jr., Abel Tanner, Daniel | 
Mitchell, Francis Jackson, Adin Ballou, Wendell 
Phillips, L. La Due, Nathan Evans, George Dough- 
ty, Abby Kiubor, Eleanor Smith, Anna Southwick, 
W.H. Channing, Mary W. Post, Sydney H. Gay, 
H. H. Crummell, Emma Weston, Eduund Quincy, 
Caroline Weston, Abby Kelley, Williain M. Brown, 
S$. 8. Poster, Alice H. Eaton, Thomas M. Hathaway, 
Mrs. Joseph, Susan Sisson, E. D. Draper, Lydia 
Buffum, J. C. Ray, C. L. Remond, Elizabeth Whit- 
more, J. Hill, Parker Pilisbury, E. Shove, G. H. 
Brown, M. Minisee, Peter Libby, Amy Post, Eliza- 
beth Stuby, Abe} Brown, John Bailey, Ann H. Ray, 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Thomas Earle, W. M’Kim, J. S. Gibbons, Abner 
Sanger, Arnold Baffum, J. Southwick, W. P. Green, 
C. M. Burleigh, J. M. M’Kim, Thomas C. Caven- 
der, C. C. Burleigh, E. G. Loring, W. A. White, 
M. Gately, John H. Byrd, David Joy, A. M. White, 
Bee E. H. Coggins, Phebe Ketchum, D. 

ild. 


G7 It is probable that some of these names are 
printed inaccurately. 








A Philadelphia letter-writer says— 

I went yesterday, to see the ruins of St. Augustine's 
ehorch. ‘Lhe devastation was complete. ‘The brick 
walls alone remain, but the inscription over the pulpit, 
* The seeta,’ is untouched by the fire. Could 
any rebuke be more powerful ? 





wise be guilty of extending courtesy atid kindness to 
trem. 

Give a man like O’Connel! the chance of pointing 
out sucha wretch, if he should show himself at a 
public meeting, to the scorn of Europe. : 

EDWARD SEARCH. 





Américan and Foreign Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety. 

During my stay in Albany, I attended the first an- 
niversary of this Society. The object seemed to be, 
to sustain foreign missions without the aid of slave- 
holders: neither to receive their services nor their 


money. 
ney. Mr. Drisvane, vf Olle, whe trad juct libcrated 


his slaves, made a very eloquent speech, showing the 
inconsistency of Christians in selling their own chureh 
members, aud putting the avails into the missionary 
fund to teach the heathen Cliristianity ! 

The next address was by a colored preacher from 
New-York. He was well acquainted with the enor- 
mities of slavery. He related four ineidents. 

1. He knew a minister who was settled in Canada. 
He wished to obtain thirteen lundred dollars to pay 
for his meeting-house, But having been a slave, he 
was afraid to travel in the United States, lest his mas+ 
ter should find him out; consequently, he went to 
the West Indies, and in two years he collected the 
amount. 

2. He knew a Baptist minister, whoowned a high- 
spirited slave, named Daniel. There was residing in 
the same neighborhood, a man who invariably insult- 
ed the colored people. He met Daniel one day, and 
struck him with a whip. Daniel returned the blow. 
The Baptist misister was made acquainted with the 
cireumstances, and although be knew the disposition 
of the man who lad struck his slave, and knew he 
wanted to wreak his'revenge upon him, yet effected a 
sale with him. Daniel knowing the treatment he 
should receive, waylaid his new master, and killed 
The poor slave, knowing death would be Iris 
fate, killed himself. 

3. He knew a Baptist minister, who would some- 
limes give out word that he was going away ‘for two 
days to preach the gospel, but who would go and lay 
beside the fence to watch his slaves, and then beat 
them vivlently ! A 

4. He related an amusing incident respecting a 
Methodist deacon, who had been urged to emancipate 
his slaves. A love-feast was held quarterly in the 
church, and at each meeting his iniquity wae placed 
before him. Finally, another love-feast came, and in 
his attempts to exhort his brethren to love their neigh- 
bors as themselves; be was seized with a violent fit 
of coughing. The minister saw the unpleasant situ- 
ation of his deacom, and thinking it to be a good op- 
pottucity to impress upon him his duty in respect to 
emancipation, said, * Deacon! you had better cough up 
that nigger!’ This was enough : everywhere, even 
the boys in the streets, would cry out as he passed, 
* Deacon! you had better coagh up that nigger!’ The 
consequence was, that many slaveholders, the deacon 
xmong the rest, began to cough up their niggers! The 
work of emancipation went on gloriously for a time. 

The above story was related with real negro wit, 
and produced a roar of laughter throughout the audi- 
ence, The application is obvious. Here was a soci- 
ety, holding its anniversary, whose object it was to 
sustain missions without the sale of * niggers.” And 
the preacher advised the Baptist denomination now 
to begin to cough up their niggers! He thought the 
time had come. 

Another speaker related an incident of a minister, 
who came to Boston, and made a large donation to 
the missionary enterprise. On being asked how he 
could afford so much, he replied, ‘that he sold a man 
just befure he came away, and this was the proceeds.’ 
So the society took the an, and put him into the 
contribution-box, and sent him to the heathen! And 
this slaveholder was afterwards elevated to a high of. 
fice in the board of missions ! 

This movement among the Baptists will cause a 
great disunion. At present, it is very unpopular. Only 
about fifty persons were present. It is a very impor- 
tant step, and will probably lead to results of which 
this new society has but a faint idea at the present 
time. CHARLES SPEAR. 


him. 





i We have copied a scurrilous piece of doggrel 
from the Boston Recorder, respecting the doings of 
the Massachusetts A. 8. Society, at its anaual meet- 
ing in Faneuil Hall in January last—a piece which 
we suppose the editors of that pious sheet regard as 
full of ‘evangelical’ wit and ‘orthodox’ decency. 
We put it on record to illustrate the estimate placed 
on our cause in 1844, by the ‘ orthodoxy’ of Massa- 





chusetts. [See last page.) 


Direful Consequences of Slavery. 


Lare racm Cusa.—We have received, by the 
Haale, advices from Havana to the 12th iaotaat, in- 
ciusive. 

In Matanzas, they are constantly bringing in ne- 
groes as prisoners; alsoa great many lawyers, engi- 
neers of plantations and coffe planters, supposed to 
have been concerned in the several plots befure men- 
tioned. A few cays before the Hualeo sailed, there 
were found in Havana fifty packages of arsenic cor- 
cealed by the blacks in the sigar brakes. This, it 
was supposed, was intended to poison a stream’ of wa- 
ter that supplied the city, Fn the soldiers’ ‘garrison 
bake-house there were found twelve packages, care- 
fully laid by for instant use to poison the t with, 
A very rich negro wamed Charley Blakely, worth 
$15,000, was taken and cast into prison, it having been 
discovered that he was to receive the office of Captain 
General over the forces, if their plan succeeded. He 
had even gone so far as to send to Paris for a new 
suit of regimentals. The Captain General O’Donneil, 
told him that be would not deprive him of his suit, 
but he hoped he would wear them at the Punta, a 
place of public exeeution, fn Havana; there was ar 
order given out ten days before the H. sailed, that alf 
free negroes, about 5,900, should leave the island in 
fifleen days.—N. ¥. paper. 





The Washington Globe contains a long letter from 
Col. Richard M. Jolinson, in reply to a political com- 
mittee in Ohio, in which he takes strong ground in 
favor of the annexation of Texas. 


A petition against the annexation of Texas from 
more than 700 citizens of both parties in New-Bedford, 
was presented to Congress on Thureday, 


A lad about 7 years of age, son of Mr. Hugh Harri- 
gan, of East Boston, fell to ihe bottom of a wellof the 
depth of seventy feet, on Sunday afternoon. The lit- 
tle fellow was immediately taken out, and was fownd 
to be but slightly injured. 


Deatu oy Asyrer Rogers, Jn.—We learn’ that 
this individual, who was recently tried in this city for 
the murder of Mr. Lincoln, the lete Warden of the 
State Prison, and acquitted on the ground of insanity, 
and who was subsequently removed from the State 
Prison to the Lunat.e Asylum at Woreester, died 
yesterday morning. e imutediate cause of his 
death was as follows :—While the household had as- 
sewbled on Friday evening, in * Johonnot Hall,’ for 
evening prayers, near the close of the exercises, Rog- 
gers became impatient, and requested his attendant 
to permit him to retire. The attendant replied that 
the services would soon be through, when not a min- 
ute elapsed before he sprang through the window with 
great force, tuking out four panes with the sash, The 
fall was about sixteen feet. When foand, he was 
senseless, and remained so until he expired.—Bostun 
Merc, Jour, Monday. 


Charges against a Schoolmaster,--Cliarges of severe 
and unusual modés of punishment have been prefer- 
red against Mr. Abner Forbes, master of the Smith 
school fur colored children in Belknap-street, hy Dr. 
Storer, and referred to Messrs. Frederick Emerson, A. 
D. Parker, and Dr. Dale, of the school mittee, 
who have been taking testimony for several days. 
John C, Park, Esq., appears for tire complainants, and 
Wm. Whiting, Esq. for Mr, Forbes,—Boston Post of 
last week. 


7 When the committee make their report, we 
shall have oceasion to make some comments on this 
case. At present, we shall merely express the con- 
viction that either’: Mr. Forbes must leave the school, 
or the school will speedily be without scholars. 








ADDRESS of the EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
The special attention of our readers, and of the 
public, is called to the Address of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Americar. Anti-Slavery Society, in vin- 
dication of its position in regard to the American U- 
As the Address is from our pen, we shall offer 
Judge, freemen, for yourselves. 


nion, 
no comments on-it. 





Lucinda Wilmarth. 

Another soldier has fallen! another martyr has 
died! This selfdenying philanthropist left this 
sccne of action, for the higher and purer sphere, on 
the 8th of May, in the 28th year of her age. She had 
toiled unwearyingly, while with us, for the cause of 
humanity. Her Jife here had been a life of fidelity to 
her higher convittions of right, and constant sacrifice 
for the interests of humanity. Her name is so fully 
identified with the great efforts for reform, that have 
characterized the present age, that no nutice of her 
worth, or the value of her services, is necessary to 
awaken her memory in the hearts of the friends of 
the advocates of Freedom and Truth. 
her excellence is written on the souls of the poor and 
perishing—of the needy and sorrowing, in the glow- 
ing gratitude they spontaneously give her, and is 
deeply graven in the memories of her co-laborers in 
the cause of the Right. 

We fee! that im her departure from among us, an 
opening wide is made im the ranks of reform, which 
we fear will long rentain unfilled. She bas gone in 
the midst of her strength and her usefulness. She 
has gone to her reward! Letus rejoice in her ex- 
ceeding joy, while we are constrained to mourn for 
the loss that Humanity has suffered in her death. 
— Communicated. 

iP The panegyriv of a friend om this estimable 
lover of her race is richly deserved. She espoused 
the despised and rejected anti-slavery cause at on 
early period, and through all the trying vicissitudes 
which attended it, she continued sereneby faithful and 
devoted, not as a mere abolitionist, technically speak- 
ing, but as the advucate of universal truth, justice, be- 
nevolence and freedom.—Eb. Lin. 





DIED—In Willimantic, Ct. om the 11th instant, 
Miss Lora Clark, daughter of Mr. Warren Clark, aged 
22. 





MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 

A meeting of the Middlesex County Anti-Slavery 
Society will be held in the Universalist meeting- 
house at Concord, on Wednesday, the 12th day of 
June, at 10 o'clock, A. M., and wiil probably contin- 
ue two days. Ft is hoped that every town in the 
county will be fully represented—and the public are 
respectfully invited to attend, 

SAMUEL C. WHEELER, Sec'ry. 


DR. B. T, PRESCOTT, 


DENTIST 


GRANITE BUILDING, No. 14 HOWARD ST. 
Directly opposite the ‘ Pemberton House,’ and a few 
doors West of *Concert Hall.’ 

R. PRESCOTT would inform his friends and 

the public generally, that he continues to perform 
all the necessary operations on the Teeth, both for 
their beauty and preservation. Particular attention 
paid to cleansing and filling carious Teeth with gold, 
thereby arresting the progress of deeay, and render- 
ing them useful for many years. 
“afar teeth of superior quality inserted on the 
most reasonable terms, 

N. B. Having furnished his apartments with gas 
lights, Dr. Prescott is enabled to attend to any opera- 
tions in Dentistry in the evening. All operations, 
both in filling and inserting Teeth, warranted to give 
complete satisfaction. Orders from the country 
promptly answered. 4m May 31. 




















IP We strongly recommend the examination and 
purchase of this silk to all who are in want of any. 


ASSOCIATION OF EDUCATION AND IN- 
” DUSTRY, 


NorrHampron, Mass. 


SEWINGS, 
SADDLERS’ 


SILK AND TWIST, 


Manufactured by the above Association, from the best 
stock, and in the best manner, of every vari- 
ety of color and size, for 
Wholesale and Retail, at 


2 1-2 Hanoversswewty BOSTON, 


J. A. STETSON, . 
ONE OF ITS MEMBERS. 


Boarding-House. a 
OHN R. TAYLOR has Egy ah South. 
a w accom. 
siodate with beard, on moderate terms, such persone 
as may choose to call on him. : 
May 31f 
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“POETRY. 


From the Boston Recorder. 


_ANTI-SLAVERY VERSES, 
s IS FANEUIL HALL, 





AVTER HEARING THE SPEECHE 
ON A LATE ANNIVERSARY OCCASION, 


On this * broad platform,’ grimly stand 
Fanaticism’s earnest band. 

Earnest, but erring—O reflect 

How dire perverted intellect! 

J see theit eyes of maniac glare, 

I hear their words, and hell is there. 

* Evil of dignities’ they speak, 

With venom strong, with logic weak. 
Infuriate age and zealot youth 

Amaze the rabble with antruth. 

Blow follows blow ! shocks follow 8 locks! 
The Bible sinks! the Pulpit rocks! 

‘I never spoke in Faneui! Hall 

* Before, yet have an inward call 

To say, if Sinai’s Law this rod 

Appoints, [ want not Sinai’s God. 

If Calvary's Sufferer this curse 

Takes not away, no Christ for us. 

If Christians, who love Slavery well, 

At last win Heaven, give me Hell. 

Hear me! who've tenanted—time fails 
To tell how many—loathsome jails. 

Ye wortmwood words! invective stings ! 
Concentrate of all bitter things ! 

Ye Balaams! cluster, thick es leaves, 

To curse the ‘ Brotherhood of Thieves.’ 
Blow follows blow ! shocks follow shocks ! 
The Bible sinks ! the Pulpit rocks! 

And Woman, in her beauty, pleads ; 

And rheumy Age, in widow-weeds. 

One sways, like felon in a noose ; 

One yells, as Bedlam were broke loose. 
One—who at times doth wear the breeches— 
Knits hose, and drops and takes up stitches. 


One, of most liberal spirit, deems 
The follower of the Koran's dreams ; 


The worshipper of pagan Boodh ; 
The swearer by the Holy Rood; 


Believers in the land of Nod, 
Or scorners of the Book of God; 


Who think of Jesus Christ not much; 
(One said, with them she hoped they'd such ;) 
Alike, may on this platform stand, 

All welcome to the motley band. 

Alike, may jibber, fume, and squeak, 

All equal, Mormon, Jew, and Greek. 

And they, who spew out slimy wit, 

And dip their weapons in the pit; 

And pour forth blasphemies, too rank, 

If even Christ were mountebank ; 

And shame the devil by their sin, 

And hope, at last, success to win ; 

And scorn to be with polish cumbered, 
Are with the gentle CLanreson numbered! 
Yes! these, who make their cause pretence 
To outrage decency and sense ; 

Who Freedom in their vileness steep, 
And make the friends of Freedom weep! 
Whose ‘ Resolutions’ breathe out slaughter ; 
Who drink up sin like filthy water; 
These at his pure and blessed source, 


Sucked in, they say, with Witsenronce! 


My spirit spurns such crude allies; 

I march not ‘neath a fag that lies. 

I pity and I shun them—I, 

Who for the Stave would toll and die; 


Who, if to snap his hateful link, 
Demanded principle, must slirink ; 
Who, to win Freedom, (gem unpriced !) 


Will not my freedom sell, nor Christ ; 


Who, with his fellows, asks success 
To thoughts, words, deeds, that God will bless. 
ANTI-SLAVERY. 





FREEDOM'S BANNER. 


‘If the African slave trade is piracy,the coasting slave 
trade cannot be innocent, nor cun its aggravated tur- 
pitude be denied. In the sight of the same God who 
abhors the iniquity ofthe African slave trade, neither 
the American slave trade nor slavery itself tan be 
beld guiltless.’—John Q. Adams. 

My country, shall thy honored name 
Be as a byword through the world ? 
Rouse! for (as if to blast thy fame,) 
This keen reproach is at thee hurled— 
* The banner that above thee waves, 
Is floating o'er three million slaves.’ 


That flag, my country, I had thought 
From noble Sires was given to thee, 
By the best bloed of Patriots bought, 
To wave alone above the Free '— 
Yet know, while to the breeze it waves, 
It floats above three million slaves! 


The mighty dead that flag unrolled, 
They bathed it in heaven's own blue, 

They sprinkled stars upon each fold, 
And gave it as a trust to you : 

And now that glorious banner waves, 

In shame, above three million slaves! 


Oh! by the virtue of our Sires, 
And by the soil on which they trod, 
And by the trust their name inspires, 
And by the hope we have in God, 
Arouse, my country, and agree 
To set thy captive children free! 
Arouse! and Jet each hill and glen 
With prayer to the high heavens ring out, 
Till all our land, with free born men, 
May join in one triamphant shout, 
That Freedom's banner does not wave 
Its folds above a single slave ! 





A SONG OF MAY. 
The Spring's scented buds al! around me are swell: 
ing, 
There are songs in the stream—there is health in 
the gule : 
A scene of delight in each bosom is dwelling, 
As floats the pure day-dreams oer mountain and 
vale ; 
The desolate reign of old Winter is broken— 
The verdure is fresh upon every tree} 
Of Nature's revival the charm, and a token 
Of love, oh thou Spirit of Beauty ! to thee. 


The sun looketh forth from the halls of the morning, 
And flushes the clouds that begirt his career ; 
He welcomes the gladness and glory returning 
To rest on the promise and hope of the year, 
He fills with rich light all the balm-breathing flow- 
ers ; 
He mounts to the zenith, and laughs on the wave: 
He wakes into music the green forest bowers, 
And girds the gay plains which the broad rivers 
lave. 


The young bird is out on his delicate pinion, 
He timidly sails in the infinite sky ; 
A greeting to May and her fairy dominion, 
He pours on the West wind's fragrant sigh ; 
Around, above, there are peace and pleasure— 
The woodlands are singing—the heaven is bright ; 
The fields are unfolding their emerald treasure, 
Aad man's genial spirit is soaring in light. 


TUE LIBERATOR 


* To Reformers Generally. 

There is a very pretty article in the Boston Courier 
of the 18th, entitled * Lights and Shadows of Ameri- 
can History,’ in which the shadows seem not to have 
had fair play—they are thrown quite into the shade 
by the overwhelming lights. 

While we acknowledge the superior advantages 
which we enjoy over all other nations, it may be use- 
ful to enquire how we improve those advantages. 
We bave certainly less temptation to do wrong than 
any other people on earth. Poverty and ignorance, 
in conjuncton with excessive wealth in great masses, 
are admitted to have been the causes of all the evils 
which afflict society—(save original sin, for which we 
are not answerable.) Let us now ask, frankly—are 
we, morally, as much superior to other nations, as we 
are physically? Is the moral standard of this people 
superior to the moral standard of older nations, in a 
degree equal to the superior knowledge of this peo- 
ple? It is our relative superiority, taking into account 
our superior physical and intellectual condition, 
which must settle this question. If we have made no 





* progress in this fair view of the subject, our case is a 


bad one, and our future prospect is a very gloomy 
one; for no progress on this just and relative scale is 
absolute retrogression—blackslidi If, with ac- 
knowledged superior physical and moral advantages, 
we do not improve in an adequate ratio to those ad- 
vantages, the lack of that improvement may be con- 
sidered as an absolute moral loss. 

Now, alihough criminal violence is not common 
among us, fraud in allits disguises is to be found 
everywhere, from the pulpit to the scavenger’s cart, 
from the first magistrate to the hog reeve. What 
vice in other countries and times was intense in its 
character, and confined to a few, is here widely dif- 
fused among the many. But what is singularly unfor- 
tunate, fraud is not only diffused among the high and 
the low, the learned and the unlearned, but it is in a 
manner made necessary by a vicious legislation. For 
example: a man loans a thousand dollars of good 
specific value for five years, and is paid with a thou- 
sand paper dollars, which represent, in the general 
acale of the world, from 25 to 50 per cent. Jess than 
his loan. He may demand specie, you will say, in 
some parts of our country: but specie itself is re- 
duced in value, in the mean time, by the excessive in- 
crease of the general circulating medium. Thus we 
quiet our consciences by saying that we pay what we 
receive, and that it was not us who made these laws 
This last excuse would come better from the subject 
of a monarchy, than from a republican. 

If, then, it can be admitted, that our moral pro- 
gress be not equal to our advantages, it behooves 
us to inquire into the reason of this disproportion. We 
know the efficient causes of vice and crime in old 
countries. Bad government and false religion com- 
bine to produce poverty and ignorance, and they 
have always, and always will beget vice and crime. 

Now, have we bad goverament and false religion ? 
it will be asked. Certainly not, when those two 
things are compared with the same things in other 
countries ; therefore we have less ignorance and crime 
than in other countries. I was about to say less vice, 
but, of financial vice or fraud, many older nations 
may well contest that point, Our government and 
religion are not, then, absolutely bad, although their 
fruits are not such as should proceed from good gov- 
ernment and pure religion. Where, then, lies the 
fault? The government is in our hands plastic as 
the potter's clay. And our religion, too, seems to be 
almost as plastic, and assumes as many forms. The 
only legitimate object of our government is said to 
be, to administer equal justice to all and every one. 
And the ostensible object of our religion is to make 
us better. If, then, we are not made better and hap- 
pier by these two great agents—the only ones within 
the power of man—we must look to them for the 
cause of our delingnent stete 

But there is a more serious view of this subject. It 
is this: do the civil and religious powers, which now 
conucl the destinies of this country, contribute to dif- 
fuse, or to accumulate in great masses, the growing 
wealth of which we boast? This question, simple as 
it may seem, is one pregnant with the future fate of 
this country ; for as sure as a mountain cannot exist 
without valleys, and low places about it, so sure will 
accumulated masses of wealth in the hands of individ- 
uals, or corporations, create relative poverty, and that 

‘ poverty beget ignorance, vice and crime. The hiato- 

ry of the world is before us, and shows us, plainly, 
the progress and equal steps of great inequality and 
ignorance, always followed by tyranny and squalid 
misery. The first invaders of the Gauls divided the 
conquered lands among them comparatively in sinall 
portions ; but soon they fell into a few hands, civil 
and ecclesiastical, till at last not an inch remained in 
all Europe but for the privileged classes. The con- 
sequences of this monopoly we lave seen in the vio- 
lent outbreak of the French revolution, and the ap- 
palling misery of the English laborers, openly told 
by the English authorities, as well as faithfully paint 
ed by American and French travellers, of every shade 
of politics. 

Perhaps the Socialists may except to this sweeping 
denunciation of corporations. But { sincerely be- 
lieve that there is no legitimate democratic corpora- 
tion but government itself, from its maximum form 
down to our New-England townships, or the largest 
geographical and political fraction, which can act with 
the knowiedge, and for the evident interest of all the 
parties concerned. All others tend to monarchy, 
through unequal legislation, over which they have a 
powerful control, without any corporate or personal 
responsibility. 

The Socialists, however, if they succeed and mul- 
tiply, are destined to take the place of townships, or 
in some way to take that partin government which 
will be analogous and perfectly innocent; inasmuch 
as their power will be balanced by each other, and 
their true interest will then be fairly represented, aad 
harmonize with the general interest. 





We have a right to conclude from the premises, the 
past history of the world, and the present sad history 
of Spain and Portugal, that partial governments and 
corrupted religion are the true causes of ali social dis- 
orders. Inasmuch, then, as we have a right to com- 
plain of our social disorders, we have the same right 
to accuse our partial legislation, and the corruption of 
our religion. Will they become less partial, and more 
pure, without the determined agency of those who 
have a deep interest in making them so; and that, 
too, in opposition to the power of a smail but active 
number of men, who have a strong interest in pre- 
venting these reforms, so important for the true and 
permanent interest of the great mass of this people? 
This is a question worthy of the serious consideration 
of all honest reformers. Are there any of the numer- 
ous reform societies, who expeci to bring about a use- 
ful and durable reform, without taking into view the 
radical causes of social evils? If such there be, it is 
time for them to review the ground of their hopes. I 
would be permitted to suggest to the zealous and phi- 
lanthropic members of these societies, without dis- 
tinction, that, after having examined, well, the true 
causes of social evils by the sure test of sound Politi- 
cal Economy, and having found themselves wedded 
in interest with institutions which owe their origir, 
and depend for their support, on partial and local leg- 
islation, the they d their labors of love, 
the better for them, as well as for the cause of moral 
progress. As soun as they find that their predilections 
for men and measares of a political cast, tending to- 
ward inequality too strong to be overcome, all the la- 
bor they employ in the cause of reform is useless. 

Finaliy—as soon as they are convinced, that secta- 
rian prejudices overpower in their minds the human 
charities ; and that a good moral man and good citi- 
zen, in all respects as good as themselves, but differ- 
ing from them in their befief and religious reforms, is 








their inferior, and not worthy of their confidence, the 


sooner they abandon their hopeless enterprise, and 
leave the wicked world to its fate, the better. A wide 
and abiding charity, arid a fearless search afier truth, 
even to the gates uf hell, and among sadducees and 
pharisees, such as their great and good Master deigned 
to converse with, are the indispensable’ requisites of 
every true and sincere Reformer. The name of infi- 
del, or atheist, should never pollute their lips; nor 
would they, if they were inspired with the true phi- 
losophy of Christianity ; because such words, coming 
from such lips, would bear no evil thought to their 
minds. They should judge men, bearing these names, 
by their acts. It is not easy to know what another man 
believes, but it is very easy to know how he acts. 
The name of infidel has done more mischief, and 
caused more innucent blood to be shed, than all the 
saints of the calendar can atone for. 

When Reformers are convinced, that the evils of 
society proceed alone from public fraud and injustice, 
they will seek boldly for the origin of those evils, re- 
gardless of the holy places or the sanctified company 
in which they may be found ; and when they find 
that origin, they will boldly expose it. 

Public worship, and professional ministers of that 
worship, are considered now generally as indispensa- 
ble; but it was not so in the best ages of Christianity ; 
and who will say that christians are now better men? 
To test the moral bearing of worship in its present 
condition, to test it by a true and fucid test, viz. Po- 
litical Economy ,—that dread science of Tyrants,—g° 
into one of our churches, and inquire into the assess- 
ment of taxes to defray the expenses of the service ; 
and then compare, on this assessment, the relative 
fortunes of the contributors. You will find there, in 
aholy place, acts of flagrant injustice committed by 
sanctimonions hands ; and the widow's mite, which 
is possibly her all, wrung from her hard-earned sa- 
vings, and taken—wrongfully taken, however willing- 
ly on her part—as so much in diminution of the tax 
of the man of millions. Comex out, I say, from such 
places of injustice ; come out, ye come-outers of every 
denomination, and leave these money-making Christ- 
jans the full enjeyment of all their honors and all 
their profits. Let the ricl men, who will not pay the 
full quota of church expenses, according to their 
means, keep the church to themselves, You then will 
soon find that the parson will learu who bis neglect- 
ed supporters were, and will repent when it is too 
late, having turned his back scornfully upon them, as 
unfit company for his refined taste. 

What is the language of the unbelieving aristocracy 
all the world over, in relation to public worship, and 
the power and influence of the clergy? They call 
these things, a sort of second police, quile necessary 
to aid the civil authority, to maintain order, and to 
protect the property of the rich against the depreda- 
tions of the poor! The sublime; the pure Danier 
Wesster advenced sentiments similar to these in a 
public speech. If, then, the religious establishments, 
as they now exist, are considered as a part of thie city 
police, in the name of common justice let those whose 
property is made more secure by it, pay for it on their 
tax bills, in the same proportion which they ought to 
pay for other police services—but, by the way, which 
they do not pay in just proportion to their means. 

When you have come out of the churches where 
equity and morality are not the standaids of action, 
among the administrators of the secular affuirs, then 
worship God in purity of heart, in your own way; 
and be assured that one minute's suc! worshipis more 
acceptable than endless hypocritical prayers. 

A day of rest is desirable, certainly ; but let it bea 
day of joy, not gloom. We all require it; and for 
children, all innocent spurts are as wholesome for the 
mind as they are necessary for the body. What could 
be more acceptable to the Father of all good things, 
than to see his children enjvying them? Can the 
monotonous praise of his wisdom, his power, and 
his goodness, be as pleasing to him as the joyful ac- 
ceptance of his buunty? But all this, it will be said, 
brings no grist to the mill; it is not paid for, and of 
course is eve genuine. Truth is not truth, unless it 
come under certain forms, in certain places, and from 
certain persons ! 

COMMON SENSE. 





Extraordinary Law Case! 
West Brooxriztp, (Mass.) May 9, 1844. 
Mr. Epitor: 

As you have been kind enough to chronicle a num- 
ber of the passing events which have transpired in 
this place, during a few years past, I beg leave to 
trouble you with an account of one more trifling af- 
fuir, which took place on the 14th ultimo. 

It is a law case, but appropriately belongs to the an- 
ti-slavery department of your paper, should it be per- 
mitted to occupy a space in its columns, It is an 
affair between the Commonwealth and myself nomi- 
nally, but virtually between myself and a pro-slavery 
clergy, and all such as aspire to be office bearers with 
them or under them, together with all such as hang 
their soul's salvation, or their hopes of temporal pro- 
motion, upon the preservation of the clerical power, 
to dictate to wandering sinners the path of duty, and 
to command obedience, if they would escape their in- 
dignation—and, what is considered about the same in 
substance, the pains and penalties of purgatory. 

By virtue of acomplaint made before a magistrate 
by one ‘brother John Putnam,’ by and with the ad- 
vice and counsel of sundry other choice spirits, who 
cherish a very lively fear that the ‘ gates of hell’ are 
about to besiege and subjugate the * Church of Christ’ 
in this place, I was arraigned before ‘ his honor,’ to 
shew cause why I should not suffer the penalty of the 
law for disturbing public worship, ‘in such cases made 
and provided.’ 

I will relate the circumstances as briefly as possible. 
At a Sunday evening meeting of the good, bad, and 
indifferent citizens of this place, I made a few remarks, 
touching the subject the minister had been descanting 
upon, and with his consent. At the close of my re- 
marks, the minister took occasion to express his appro- 
bation of what I had said, * with some exceptions,’ 
and thereby to throw quite a doubtful recommend 
over my orthodoxy. After the meeting closed, | ap- 
pealed to the clergyman for a solution of his suspic- 
ions touching my heretical remarks. After a little ob- 
stinacy on his part, f got a clue to the exceptionable 
part, and was enabled very soon to satisfy him that he 
had misapprehended me. He admitted that, with my 
explanation, he could approve and sanction all that 
I said. 

The first opportunity I had of being present at the 
same eeries of meetings, I improved, and at a time 
when I could speak without interfering with other ex- 
ercises, I rose and announced to the meeting that I 
wished to make an explanation; whereupon the ruler 
of the synagogue rose, and, in a very resolute and 
determined manner,peremptorily declared that 1 could 
not be permitted to make any explanation whatever 
at that time. Unfortunately for me, I could not dis- 
cover why 1 might not proceed with an explanation, 
without disturbance or detriment to any one ; so | que- 
ried with him what the specific object of the meeting 
was, and whether it were not for religious purposes ; 
to which he replied in the affirmative, but that the 
meeting was specially appointed for him to deliver the 
lecture he then held in his hand, and that it would be 
disorderly for any other one to speak—that if I per- 
sisted in my remarks,I should disturb the meeting, 
and break it up. Feeling somewhat reluctant at be- 
ing thwarted in making my explanation, I replied 
that 1 would disturb no one, neither would I break the 
meeting up; that if the meeting was broken ap, it 
would be at his suggestion, and his would be the re- 
sponsibility ; whereupon be remarked that * he would 
not allow me one half minute to explain,’ and insisted 
that I would break the meeting up, if I proceeded. 
And sure enough 1 did. In less than the allotted 
time, he declared the meeting at an end, and the sex- 
ton, a valiant worshipper of the craft, forthwith, ex- 
tinguished the lights, and ordered the people to clear 
the house, and consider the meeting broken up. 


i 





During the altercation between the parson and my- 


self, there was a rapping of umbrellas and stamping of 
feet in one section of the house, which was unaccount- 
able to me at the time. [t was not so timed as to iv- 
dicate to my mind, whether it was meant in approba- 
tion of one or the other of the speakers, or neither. It 
was an entirely new movement to my ears for a reli- 
gious meeting. It subsequently appeared that it came 
from some of the most devout church worshippers and 
church members, together with a due proportion of 
such as no one would call to their assistance by day- 
light. 

The magistrate who issued the warrant for my ap- 
prehension, and before whom I was arraigned, is 4 
member of the church in this place, of long standing. 
His attachment to the fraternity of professors, or to 
the principles of his creed, would be somewhat ques- 
tionable, judging from the manifestations of the very 
slight.interest he has taken in their concerns. The 
relation which he now sustains in community, con- 
tributes rather to make him a supple tool for the lead- 
ing influences to operate with. He has had to do 
with fortune, and with misfortune, largely. He is 
making a last effort to reatcend the steps to opulence 
and distinction. By adopting the democratic party as 
a new ally, the popular breeze seems to favor his pros- 
pects of promution to office, and the acquisition of 
some of his sunken treasures. At this crisis particu- 
larly, he needs the assistance and co-operation of the 
church ; for this is more than usually a religious com- 
munity. They have already lent him a helping hand, 
by elevating him to an important office in the society, 
which, at this time, requires very wise leads to keep 
the church and the world together. If yon have 
watched the movements of aspirants for political pro- 
motion, you almost invariably find them endeavoring 
to conciliate the church—and well they may. The re+ 
cent Baltimore Convention displayed not a little dis- 
crimination in giving the Church the nomination of 
Vice-President, well knowing that would wash down 
duelling, slavelholding, and all dther requisite qualifi- 
cations for a President of these United States. 

The evidence for the Commonwealth proved, in 
substance, what I have stated above, and no more per- 
taining to the disturbance. My defence was, that the 
disturbance and breaking up of the meeting was not 
chargeable upon myself, but that Washington A. 
Nickols, the officiating clergyman, was the sole cause 
of it, by assuming authority to silence me in my at- 
tempt to make a few remarks, and that it was broken 
up in pursuance of bis mandate. The affair was to be 
accounted for very easily, by exposing the diseased 
state of the church here, and the mal-practice of a 
number of quacks she had employed to repair her 
shattered frame. I could not be permitted to go into 
the evidence at much length, to show that it was the 
result of concerted maneuvering between a number 
of these would-be doctors, and their submissive, span- 
iel-like followers. The witnesses for the government 
declined giving any evidence touching their connec- 
tion with anti-slavery matters, or the movements of 
their ioly chieftain in such affairs, and the magistrate 
was much inclined to gratify them. Enough was, 
however, drawn out to show these facts—Ist. That 
every one concerned in getting up the complaint was 
hostile to anti-slavery—that most of them had never 
done any thing for the cause, and the remainder of 
them had been frightened from having any further 
connection with it, hy two notoriously bitter enemies 
of the cause, who are endeavoring to befvo! the peo- 
ple with the idea that they are specially anointed of 
the Lord. 2nd. That Washington A. Nickols, who 
has been employed by the society to conduct their 
spiritual concerns, for about six weeks past, has made 
ita special object to coax individuals from the anti- 
slavery society in this place, to take up their connec- 
tion therewith. 3d. That one Henry B. Holmes, hav- 
ing a Rev. prefixed to his name by profune hands, and 
being in the employ of the ‘Tract Society, and a resi- 
dent of this place, has been co-operating with his holy 
brother in the same avocation. 4th. That through 
the influence of these two sprigs of orthodoxy, the so- 
ciety have been induced to vote all anti-slavery meet- 
ings out of the vestry and the town hall, on Sabbath 
evenings—that said Holmes particularly was very of- 
ficious in druming up for recruits to the society, to 
come to the parish meeting, and vote all anti-slavery 
operations out of the sacred place ; and as he profes- 
se’ in court to be very proud of that act, and others 
of like type, he will doubtless be proud to have it pub- 
lished. Sth. That there was a design, on the part of 
the minister and his pro-slavery minions, to prevent 
any anti-slavery speaker making any remarks, as was 
evident by the circumstance of his giving the usual 
notice, that he himself should read a lecture to them, 
‘with the leave of Providence,’ and by the simultaneous 
riotous proceedings of his faithful followers, with his 
objections to my explaining ; and also the great haste 
displayed in extinguishing the lights, and dispersing 
the assembly. 

The Justice, it is said, expressed an opinion before 
the complaint was entered, that I ought to be fined 
twenty-five dollars. I have some reason to credit the 
report, as he thought fit to levy a fine of six dollars, 
and costs of court, which very nearly makes the amount 
of the anticipated sentence. 

I have no disposition to contend with the Common- 
wealth any further. I know it is very tenacious in 
its notions of religious worship. What favors I ub- 
tain in religious convocations, I shall gét by virtue of 
the forbearance and Jax theology of the individuals as- 
sembled. When they hand me over to the tender 
mercies of (he Commonwealth's magistrates, I shall 
expect to have to pay for it. 

But for one circumstance, I should not have reported 
this case for publication. I find in the Emancipator 
of this week, an exulting notice of the success of their 
pro-slavery friends, in obtaining so signal a victory, 
and doling out some stale remarks about my being 
ruined by ‘ Garrisonism,’ and using this case to the 
detriment of the Whig party, because they are jealous 
the party is more favorable to Garrisunism than to Lib- 
erly partyism. Well they may be. 

My Whig friends here and elsewhere expect no fa- 
vors from me; neither do I expect any assistance from 
them, in liquidating the damages assessed upon me 
for retarding the cause of piety on the 14th ult, by dis- 
persing a religious assembly so summarily as I was 
enabled to, with the assistance of their valiant cap- 
tain. 

While the Whig or Democratic party does not la- 
bor mainly, as [ conceive, the Liberty party does, but 
merely incidentally, to conceal and perpetuate the 
corruptions and assumptions of a class of men, evi- 
dently to me basely hypocriticai, I confess that I shal! 
regard either of the two with more favor than a third, 
whose sole object appears to be to prevent a grand re- 
formation in public sentiment, from upsetting the ad- 
vocates and teachers of a religion which is the main 
support of the evil which we seek to remove, If they 
have the sagacity to see that my system of operations 
is better fitted to accomplish what we profess to de- 
sign, than third partyism is, I rejoice at it; I have 
some hopes of enlisting their energies in the cause. 

The Emancipator seemed disposed to chuckle some- 
what, that I was left in the dark, to discourse to a 
meagre audience. He has evidently got the spirit of 
the little parson, who was chief marshal on the oc- 
casion, and of his subalterns ; but he does not under- 
stand the plot, nor the execution of it. I was not per- 
mitted to remain a moment, nor any une else, for fear 
probably that some light might be thrown among the 
darkness which now prevails. The sexton had his 
orders to clear the hotise forthwith, which wag done. 
I was necessitated to follow in the footsteps of the 
clergyman more closely than I am wont, even when 
they are on the retreat, 


The two clergymen above named were Wi:nesses in 
the case, and having the State on their side, they were 
disposed to withhold all testimony which went to 
show their hostility to anti-slavery movements, and to 
its advocates. But when questioned on the other hand, 
they were very profuse in testimony, even to arguing 
the case in behalf of the aggrieved Commonwealth. 





Friend Nickols testimony was the most foggy, with 


regard to the time it tovk to break up the meeting 
He estimated it at about half an hour. Other witnes- 
ses who followed, were enabled to keep in subjection 
their organs of reverence so far as to lay their estimate 
of the time at from three to seven minutes, which 
would cever the time from my rising to speak to the 
complete evacuation of the house. One individual 
who attended the meeting avers, that from the time 
he left his house to the time of his retarning to it, 
twenty-seven minutes elapsed, and no more, during 
which time the parson prayed, read two hymns, and 
had them sung, and the afterpiece was performed ! 
But Mr. Nickols was more felicitous in some gra- 
tuitous testimony which he proffered to the court, and 
which laid bare the mystery of the whole affair to 
those who are in the least initiated into the mysteries 
of priestcraft. He testified that as I had left the churh, 
and denounced it, and the chureh had,as a return 
compliment, excommunicated me, it was no more ad- 
missible that I should act as a religious teacher; and 
he could not consent that I should oceupy that posi- 
tion until T returned, and made suitable concessions! 
So it in fact appears, that it was not the nature of 
the remarks which I attempted to make, thesinterrup- 
tion of the monotony of a pharisaical performance of 
religious mummery, nor the desecration of the time or 
place, which was so offensive to this prelate and his 
troop—but the position in which I stood to the 


I cannot say but that I am happy to exchange the 
clerical order for the Commonwealth's magistrates, to 
be my judges in such matters. I would like, howev- 
er, to be taken befure those who have not passed sen- 
tence before hearing the evidence—who are not de- 
pendant upon the ehurch and the clergy for a liveli- 
hood, so as to embarrass their judgmenits—-and who are 
inclined to decide the case according to the law and 
the testimony, instead of being guided by the opinions 
of a majority of the meeting, as my last judge was, 
who declared that, as a majority of the meeting con- 
sidered themselves disturbed, it must be so. If his de- 
cision isto be a precedent to settle future cases by, 
the craft themselves must beware how they disturb a 
majority of their hearers; and I have but little doubt 
that they will be, unless they mistake the point of 
compass to which the weathercock of the popular 
public opinion veers. A more minute description of 
some of the principal actors in this affair might amuse 
some, and disgust more. They are prime specimens 
of multitudes who infest the church in this slavery- 
loving, liberty-hating land of gospel! light and religious 
freedom. 

JOHN M. FISK. 





Letters from Henry C. Wright. No. V. 
GRaEFFeNnBERG, Silesia, Austria, } 
March 13, 1844. 
Dear Frienv: 

I have been here under the water-cure nine weeks. 
During that whole time, the weather has been ex- 
tremely cold—so cold that ice has formed around my 
bath, into which I plunge twice a day; and ice, at 
this moment, hange around the Douches, in masses 
from ten to fifieen feet in length, and larger than a 
man's body. During the whole of the nine weeks, 
we have not had more than fifteen days of fuir weath- 
er, put it all together. Tempests that come howling 
down from the Bohemian mountains, which lie to the 
South some 15 or 20 miles, sweep over Graeffenberg 
with great fury—driving the snow in clouds befure 
then, till they are Jost on the plains of Prussia, that are 
open before us atthe North. The people say the winter 
has been uncommonly severe. It requires the con- 
stant exercise of a desperate resolution to carry on the 
cure amid such snows and ice. With such a temper 
ature, to have our bodies packed up, twice a day, in 
asheet wrung out of water, whose temperature is 
down to freezing—(last evening, the sheet in which 
I was packed, three minutes before | saw spread 
out on the snow befure my window, frozen stiff 
aa iew)—to lie in that wet sheet till I get warm, 
and then go down into a bath-room, oft full of snow 
and ice, and there throw all off, and smoking, plunge 
into that dreadful bath, and stay in it one or two min- 
utes—then to be rubbed dry, and have a long wet 
bandage tied around the whole body—then dress, and 
go outand face these fierce, howling tempests, the 
snow all blowing into your eyes, eara, hair, neck, and 
bosom ; and then to have to sit down in cold water, 
and there sit 15 minutes at a time—sure, such a fear- 
ful process must Aill or cure. Strange to say, not one 
here seems to have the least fear of the former. It 
kills no one—it invigorates and strengthens all, and 
produces a pretty thorough indignation in each at him- 
self, that he should ever have subjected his body to 
the healing process generally pursued by the medical 
faculty. I am certain that the process—though so fear- 
ful that I almost catch my breath and shiver all over 
to think of it—has done me great good. 

{ told Preissnitz, at the outset, that my disease was 
on my longs—that my lungs were ulcerated some— 
and that I had thrown putrid matter from them—and 
he at once subjected me o this process. I was afraid, 
at first, how it would go; but Preissnitz had confi- 
dence in his prescriptions, and so have I, now. He 
has not yet put me under the Douche, and will not 
till the weather is milder. 
morbid matter, secreted in my system, has been put in 
motion—not indeed yet routed out of the system, but 
routed from any particular location in the system; and 
sure I ainthat, by the time I have gone through the 


Sure I am, that all the 


ordeal enough, these morbid secretions will be entire- 
The seitled cough that I 
I do indeed, 
now and then, get a little cold, as du all the patients, 


ly expelled from the body. 
had seems to be broken up entirely. 


but the cold don't seize upon my lungs as colds used 
todo, And, besides, no one here seems to have the 
slightest fear of acold, for the simple reason that 
every one feels that there is here a certain and speedy 
remedy at hand. A few hours break ital! up, and 
scatter it to the wind. 
seems to have the least fear of fever, because every 


So of fever—no one here 


one feels an entire confidence in cold water as an an 
tidote. From whati have seen here, I can never aguin 
doubt that the flercest of fevers are harmless, being 
absolutely under human control. 
had two cases of most imalignant fever. 


Recently, we have 
One was a 
In three 
days, the fever was entirely routed, and ina week, 
the man appeared again in the saloon, eating like a 
ravenous wolf whatever he Jiked; and though he 
looked thin and was weak, yet you might have seen 
him out breasting the storms—which, in his weak- 


man, taken with a nervous, raging fever. 


ness, would near tip him over at times. Four 
days ago, a woman who had taken cold during the 
day, and was not aware of the enemy lurking in her, 
was seized in the night with a most violent fever. I 
saw her in the merning, and she looked exactly like 
a person in scarlet fever. A wet sheet was at once 
wrapped about her whole body, and changed and wet 
again every twenty or thirty minutes. This was 
pursued about twenty hours; and water was applied 
in other ways. ‘The next day, L saw her up and 
dressed, and looking as well and eating as hearty as 
usual. Nota particle of medicioe was administered, 
I do not believe that out of the 300 patients now bere, 
or out of several thousends that have been here, there 
is one who has the least fear of colds or fevers. Each 
seems to feel that, so far as fevers and colds are con- 
cerned, a certain remedy is always at hand. I do 
think it isthe duty of all who have young children, 
to learn to apply this remedy. flow many diseases in 
little children originate in colds! 

You would be amused to look into our salvon at 
meal times, especially at our dinners. Remember this 
is a Hospital for ail nations. Some fifteen nations are 
now represented in the saloon—cume here to be cured 
of diseases that have generally been given over, or 
nearly so, by the medical faculty. To see them at 
the table with ravenous appetites, eating food of the 
coarsest and plainest kind—food that maoy of them 
would hardly have felt easy to have set before their ser- 
vants at home ; to see their countenances— to see them 
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artificial heat is allowed 
them racing op and down 
(for at dinner we fenerally have th . 

would not dream that these pens TCC dishes 
list of mankind, Hope is the esa 
—despair has no place in Gracfieate,. 
crisis—every guest here longs for m4 

fears ii—no one pities you if you have eS, 
rather envy you, Congratulate you 4 —s 
your cure, and earnestly covet the me 6 a 
themselves! And the more sine . . 
more certain and effectual the cur ne “ra 
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the saloon betiveen 9 
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Basp of groan of the disease, ‘T),. "a - 

my in the system to be routed—~colg oe pant 
fender of the system ; the dintese ti r passers Jac 
my. The enemy obtains a lodgment © Mvadig guuts Gaar 
the body. Cold water seek the cia 
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sues him round and round Him oy 


he syst 
: 2 Yslem, ry 
now in the head, now in the chest, lan The hep 
rs, lunes be 
ach, legs, feet, hands, ere and there rien, 


seeks a refuge from his terrible Sie et, wh 
can find no more rest to the ait of male, ti 
body,and then he darts out through th 18 foot ig y 
right through wherever it may denn 
he goes in a crisis! and the body is 8a 1 Ondy 
well. It is really accounted a bi; Ved aiing 













































































































































erful crisis, by all the cure er 10 haves» . 8 

Vincent Preissnitz is Certainly an extraopy ’ om 
—has a countenance on which one wee “ay ih nigati 
aman of unpretending simplici 10 ook a ti Rev. 





ty, of quiet look 
lution and Unyie 
elf under bis, ont 
Y OF the cose 
; th 
He is a man of very iid 


demeanor, but of dauntless reso 
firmness. Ifa patient puts bims 
and he assumes the responsibilit 
tient must conform, 

learning—pretends { 


' Oo none, has NOME= gays bo. 
to his patients—has . 


ethene: in 





probably incapable of giving a en “~~ the cle 
system. Cold air and cold water are ea = An ¥ 
dies with which he attempts to combat line = nig at" 
he doos not pretend that he can eure all din ie nell he, for 
these. But he makes his Patients work ri iy from the 
We can't sit down in an easy chair, or gt ; Pe snes be 
a soft sofa, ina warm room, with . aa by vcore 
gown on, and take little nice things, and i "a a) sppincd 
comforted, all that! No—we have to Lary of New Hamp: 
work—no rest day or night—have but i Pei at doctrine, 


, tle beat, 
» (comfort is unknown here in 


thing.) Our food is plentiful, but of the coarse 
—no tea, no coffee, no condiments but salt—p " 
cold water for drink; dry, stale rye bread le 
boiled beef, soup, &e. for food. "To cut o be 
is a labor of no small Magnitude, and each ® 

for himself; and to see Barons, Counts, Prine ¢ 
aliers, Priests, Generals, Doctors, and ld — 
mixed up together, eutting and Sawing away 2 
coarse food, like hungry wolves—you would : 
that the genius of famine had come forth from the 
ert of Sahara, and was at our table, Just at presen} 
have a perfect hydrophobia. I have 4 horror of 4 
water. I can't get warm. But J am told jy ina pm 
sign! Oh, dear me! Weakness, low spirits, shivg 
ings and shakings, fever, headache, toothache, ap 
every other ache, a good sign! Well, J know 
lungs are getting well, 
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Farewell ! 


HENRY C. Wricur, 





Explanation. 
Extract of a letter from Elizabeth Pease of Darlig 
ton, England, to the Editor of the Liberator 
During a recent visit at Newcastle, | had the ph 
sure of meeting with H. H. Kellogg, and 1 regrets 
to find that he had considered some remarks ig 


last letter to thee, (which appeared in the Liberator behold th 
respecting the correspondence between himself x refully twis: 
Hi. C. Wright, to be applied to him. 1 assured ti hich hang | 
that such was far from my intention, and I cannot) —, ¥ 
how he could regard me in this light, as allusion os, alla 
cd xquisiteness. 
so distinctly made to those who pry about undernea legious profa: 
to find out people's religious sentiments. Tie pillmmhe common |i 
which he took in the affair, I always believed we at t sight 
dictated by kindness towards Henry. It might » aped frou t 
have been exactly the course which thou or | woul Mr. Burleig' 
i se J 0 di 
iscipline: 


have taken in such a case. We should rather ba 


ied, Jabori 
hing is relate: 
ondérosity. 

boisterous m 
hose fond of 
Mr. Burleig 
mn bad som 
ers, jibes, 

Abby I 


it was | 


deemed such inquiries, made in so roundabouts ma 
ner, to be undeserving of notice; but 1 have not tl 
least doubt of the sincerity of H. H. K's motives 





EDUCATION AND INDUSTRY! 
HE NORTHAMPTON ASSOCIATION 
EDUCATION AND INDUSTRY have app 


priated a suitable tenement for the accommodation 


fifteen or twenty boarding pupils. They will} ts 

members of a family, under 4 care of the Direct enge. Bac 
of Education, assisted by his wife and other Tex han unguish, 
ers, and will be subject to the same treatment he meetin, a 
regulations as pupils who are members of the A ery is ofien 
ation. ‘The name of the Association indicates | ? In cando 


rd her, we 
¢ ig a wore 
hind ; bat he: 
ways on sti 
wishes tc 


idea of culture, towards the realization of which 
efforts will be directed. Systematic, habitual ind 
try is deemed indispensable to education, wie 
should aim at the harmonious development ot 
physical, intellectual, moral and religious tende 
in active, practical life. ; 
We shall consider $100 a year as an equivalent 
instruction and board, from which a suitable det 





tion will be made when a pupil comes lor seve ape tonfus 
years. ‘The year will commence on the Ist of Mf ia the frvie 
next, and will bave no fixed and entire vac ifan ident 
Pupils will be received for a year at any Wine ong almost 
D. MACK, Director of Edwatue There wert 
Broughton Meadows, — eally good 
Northampton, April 14th 1844. | wines 
Rare and New Books. 
HE Water-Cure; Life of Follen; Dr. Banoieg ‘ ; 
Popular Lectures ; Association in its connees Potion 
“ryres deliver 

with Education and Religion, one hase 3 * 0. the Hion. | 

a sa ? > ier Society, 18 0 r 
before the New-England Fourier the Doctrines ' The iuders 


Park Godwin’s Popular View of the Doct tnt 
Charles Fourier; Fourier’s Theory of Sociel}s wf 
lated for the London Phalanx from Abel = at 
Book on Capita! Punishment, by Rev ree 
por sale by BELA MARSH, 


April 19 No, pi) Cornluli- 
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Physiology, Phrenology, Nearalag the Went 
> atly made, adapted to Bucs 
Mi ii Neorctect ee Ba iaspied ear) fp De dpe 


im’s Phrenology, 
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rubbing their hands to keep them warm, (for but litle 


ler’s Combe's, and Spurzhei 4 Pareool 









































with the various Physiological and * Gra 
Books, Pamphlets, Charts and og wb he urre 
Alcott, Fowler, Combe, and OLA MARSH: ; D. Pain 

' 95 Cornbt- vid P 
April 26. id Patric 
“ae vel Wilder 
To Abolitionists el Lakin 
: + APN ; rott 

AND FRIENDS IN GENERA ie Will 
JOHN P. COBURN JBI D-Good 
NFORMS his friends and customers, ad F . 
x r P 2 t, to in, Ww. Dy 
removed from No, 8 Brattle-street, ‘ MR 
51 Cornhill and 24 seepage i apt a 
Where he continues bis same line of bu -8.¢, Knc 


an addition, viz: 
CLOTHING, 


; ate d most 
Cut aud made in the neatest ap 
style. He bas also taken considerable ieee ‘ 
A FIRST RATE CUTTER, hes at 
tention to cutting only. He oTHa, via: 3 


ment of the most fashionable 


fasbid 
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me 
wi 


Z: 
5 vel 
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Lie 


cloths, Cassimeres, Seok fweeds, ® 

ESTINGS of the latest sty'e, . 
Ae up in the most fashionable ety ENS Chant 
able terms, and will take G 1 Field 


fr 
oor 


CAST GARMENTS in pay, oF per be onl 
Please give him a call, if you wis 


tthe worth of your money. fort! 
ere: Pp. COBURN would furthermore iD (8, 
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ive arran emer” 
public, that he hus made extensive & § d 


jothiog ' 
is prepared to execute any amount of C Mared 2 
above line. 
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NOTICE. 
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W ILL accommodate a te pong 
color with board aad lodgingt oy 
week, at his house, at the — ' 





us 
S$ opened a large and com + erent 
Hive brick building, No. 9 ee 
ton, for the ney purpose of i further aod 
of color with board. e fenge st 
ins will spared on her part 3 S 
all leon who may feel disposed to favor 
patronage. 
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